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RAMUS OLIVE. 
OR, 
AN HVMBLE MOTION 


FOR 


PEACE! 


Preſented to His Sacred M a j E- 


STIE, andthe Honourable Houſes 


of PARLIAMENT, ' 
Oſt Gratious Soveraigne, and yee the 
Right Honourable of the Houſes of Par= 
liament, in the hope of your clemency, 
and in the ſenſe of the great miſer 
which is now more than ready to bre 
out to a deluge of bloud upon this 
| whole Nation ; I humbly crave that it 
may ſeeme no preſumption, if in ſo great and dangerous a 
flame, which hath already begun to forrage upon the whole 
body of this State, I have employed my poore endeavours 
to bring my Bucket unto ſo lamentable a fire. The great 
extremity that we are all hke " ſuffer, and the common = 
5 ecr 
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tereſt that we all have in the good or evill of this Church 
and KingJome, will 1 hope deliver me from the imputation 
of impertinency , or over-buſinefle in a matter too great 
for me . | 
eAbigail, and the poore woman of Tekos were not de- 
ſpiſed by royall David, when they came upon a meſſage of 
peace, and for the prevention of bloud ; and yet their ſuit 
Was but for a Nabal, and an Ab/alon : O difdaine not then 
I beſeech you the humble petition of your unworthy ſup- 
pliant, ſince my requeſt is for-peace too as well as theirs ; 
and for the preſervation of the life and bloud, not of a Na- 
bal, or an Abſalen, but of a whole Kingdome and State, 
But let the meaneRt of your Oratours, for the cauſe ſake 
which he now pleadeth , obtaine a favourable hearing at 
your Tribunalls of mercy. ; 
I lye here proltrate-at your feet, to plead for the honout 
and ſafety of a gratious King , and His Poſterity , for the 
lives and ſecurity of three whole Nations, for the proſperi- 
ty and happineſle of an once glorious Church 3 And If ei 
ther of theſe be too great for me to aike, yet, O remember 
They are all too good for you to deny. The Ifracl of God 
is before your eyes, ready to be overwhelmed in a red Sea ; 
Oh let Your Majeſtic and the Parliament be now like Mo. 
ſes,Stretch forth your joyned hands over this Sea,that theſe 
waters of diviſion may be divided aſander, that both you 
and all the people may paſſe over in ſafety. 
Oh conſider I beſeech you what it is that you go about, 
and what will you doe in the end thereof ? 
Conſider the dubious and dangerous event of the War, 
The diſmall and fad condition of the Victory, 
The ſweet and comfortable inducements unto Peace, 
The unſafe, and more than doubtfull nature of the cauſe, 
The unlikelyhood of good to be obtained by the quarrell, 
The faire gates and paſſages that God hath yer left open, 
for an amiable concluſion of this untappy diviſion, 


Firſt, The event of the Warre : Oh how dubious and pe- 
rillous: 


An humble motion for Peace. 3 


rillous is it! Who can ſay in whoſe ruine it ſhall not end? 
The Crowne, the life of Your ſacred Majeſtie , is hereby 
put as it were upon the point of the word. The Sunne of 
our firmament in danger of an eclipſe. The lamp of Ifrael, 
the light of our eyes, expoſed to the tempeſtnious breath of 
a civill warre. Thoſe hopefull buds of honour , Y cur Maje- 
ſties Children, the inherirance and happineſle of an after 
age. Aid thoſe other valiant branches of Your royall Stock, 
thoſe duo fulmina belli, thoſe Thunderbolts of warre , who 
we hope may live to 4oe many wonders for the Church of 
God, and vindication of his people ; and to pur terrour in. 
to the faes both of chis and.their owne Nations. All theſe 
Jewels, and precious Gemmes of mankinde, are hereby laid 
open to the impartiall ſword, that hath no eyes to diſcerne 
the facred glory of a Crowne ; no taſte to diſtinguiſh be- 
tweene Royall and Common bloud, The precious founda- 
tion, and the very pillars and buttreſſes of this whole 
State are laiJ bare unto the ſhock; yea , the whole fa- 
brique and building it ſelfe, All thoſe glorious Starres of 
this Hemiſphere , The il|u{trious Nobles, and Worthies of 
the Ean1, The valiant and acc>mpliche Gentry, The whole 
body of the rumerous Commonalty : And let me adde too 
without offence unto any, The tearned, pious, and laborious 
Clergy of the Land, are hereby put into the month of dan» 
ger ; and, which is not the leaſt of our feares, The ſafety and 
preſervation of the true Proteſtant Religion is upon the lott 
in this fad difference. This is like to be defended by both 
in peace, in dapger to be left to ruine by both in this warre; 
Whileſt you ſtrive for ir as your prize, others,it may be fea« 
red, will make it their ſpoyle. Oh conſider, I humbly bee 
ſeech you , what ſeedes of perpetuall and immortall dif- 
contents may be hereby ſowed betweene King and Sub- 
jeRs ? What ſtaynes and difreliſhes may be hereby branght 
upon Parliaments, both in this and in after ages,if your Laws 
like Draco's, ſhould be writren in bloud, even in the bloud 
of your owne Prince and Nation. If you that are choſen to. 
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be the Guardians of peace ſhould appeare in the leaſt man- 
ner to be the foſterers of warre , if you that are deſigned 
for repayrer of breaches, ſhould have any hand in the de- 
moliſhing , and pulling downe of this building ; O conſi- 
der from whoſe gratious hands you have received that life, 
whereby you are now in motion, Have you not received it 
from the royall Palme? Was not this breathed into you by 
the royall mouth ? And was there ever any Prince did fo 
much for a Parliament , or ever Parliament that askt what 
you have received ? And was not this a bounty of free and 
_ voluntary grace ? To fay it wasextorted were to weaken 
your right in it; and what an horrid appearance of high in- 
gratitude my this deſigne carry in the thoughts now , and 
in words and writings hereafter : If the Fountaine ſhould 
runne low, or be dryed up by that liberall treame which it 
hath lent you, 1f like the unthankfull vapour that cloudes 
the Sunne that raiſed ir, or like the Moone in the interpofi- 
tion, that obſcures that very glory that enlightens it ; you 
ſhould in the leaft manner employ that ſtrength you have 
againſt that gratious hand rhat imparted it unto you: If 
your King ſhould fall either in life or honour (which God 
defend) by that power or authority which he hath difar- 
med himſelfe of, that he might inveſt you with it for rhe 
defence of both you and the Kingdomes. Such a fpot would 
be a blemiſh in the very eye of the faireſt iflue you can hope 
for in this buſineſſe. However, your thoughts I know ab- 
horre ſach acurſed event, yet you may proceed fo farre if 
you take not heed, that you may put 1t out of your power 
to prevent it. 

W hat, ſhould I tell you of the great thoughts of heart 
that this may put into the mindes of Princes, that lineage 
and pedigree of jealouſies and diſcontents, that the memo« 
ry, the ſtory of this ſad enterpriſe may derive through the 
whole ſacceſſion of our Monarchs, to make them diſaffe» 
fed unto theſe great Aſſemblies, which may be a continu- 
all canker in the State , a very plague in the heart - this 

Ing- 
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Kingdome, a fire in the very bowells thereof, a raging poy- 
fon in the very life-bloud of this body, 

But alas, what thinke wee of after times ; when the 
weakneſle of the body ſeemeth to be ſuch, that it is not 
likely ro hold out many fits of fo violent paroxyſmes, as 
this great diſtemper is like to produce ? If thisgoe on, 
which way ſoever wee looke , we can ſcarce fee any 
thing but ruine, ſo that the doubt lyes almoſt po” in 
this, on which (ide the building 1s 1;ke to tumble ; which 
where ever it lights, muſt cruſh thoſe that are under it : 
onely a: happy, reconciliation may be yet a meanes to pre» 
vent deſtrution. 

OhT beſeech you delay not-the proſecution of it, and be 
not the inheritours of that reproach , which Demades the 
Oratour laid upon the Athenians in P/#farch, That they ne- 
ver fate upon treatics of peace but in black and mourning 
_— when they had paid too deare for their quarrels , 

y the loffe and deſtruction of their parents and friends. 

Oh thinke upon the ſtayne of Chriſtian bloud, that hath 
already polluted the Land ; how many lifes have beene al- 
ready ſacrificed unto the fury of the devouring ſword , the 
leaſt whereof muſt be accounted unto God , and for ought 
I ſee, is of greater value than the greateſt moment of the 
preſent difference. | 

I here _ the bended knees of my heart preſent unto 
you both, the ſighes, the groanes, the ſorrowes, the lamen- 
rations, the feares, the hopes both of the preſent and future 
ages ; The cares and cryes of Subjects for the ſafety of their 
gratious Prince, of Majeſtic it {elfe mourning for his Sub= 
Jes, wt them for themſelves ; of tender mothers for their 
dearechildren, of loving wives for their beloved husbands, 
of wayling children for their carefull parents ; yea, of very 
Embryons yet in the priſon of the wombe, and many 
millions yet unconceived, unbegotten ; The very elements 
and unacuated principles of thoſe generations which are 
yet to come , which are all like to haye a ſhare in —_— 
cheife- 
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cheife of this buſineſſe. Theſe, all with united playnts and 
ſapplications, doe as it were begge for your pitty, Oh, as 
you your ſclyes looke to be heard in Heaven, ſtop not your 
eares againlt ſo great a cry upon earth ; let them be heard 
by you here, that they never be heard againſt you there : 
Oh doe not caſt the inherirance of all the happineſle of your 
ſelves and poſterity uo" ſo dubious, ſo dangerons an event 
of warre, eſpecially where the viRory is like to yeeld no 
recompence. 

For as the event is dubious and dangerous, ſo the viRtory 
on which fide ever it falls, muſt needes be fad and inglori- 
ous. And when the revells of the ſword are ended in the 
effuſion of ſo great a Sea of bloud, if there ſhall be any re. 
maining to divide the produt of the quarrell berwixt 
them, it is like to be a hard matter to determine which is at 
the greater loſle, either he that is the winner, or the looſer 
of the field. | 

For what I beſeech you ſhall ſuch a viRory have, where- 
with to ſolace it ſelfe withal] ? 

[t can expe neither a glorious triamph to grace the 
Conquerour, 

Nor any joyfull acclamations to congratulate him, 

Nor any aboundant ſpoyle to enrich him, 

Nur any addition of {trength to fortific him, cither for 
terrour abroad, or power at home, 

1. No glorious triumph can be the ſhare of this Con- 
queſt : That Palme branch never growes or proſpers out of 
the ſhowers of inteltine bloud. The Romans themſelves, 
thoſe great votaries of glory, allowed no triumph unto ci» 
vill warres : Such diſmall difcords mult have no ft&h gol- 
den prizes; and however the heat of their unquier ſpirits, 
ſet them ſometimes into ſach a lame, wiether through am- 
bition,the peſtilence of States, or for want of forraigne ene» 
. mies to exerciſe their force , which was too ſwelling and 
aive to lye ſtill ; yet their humanity it ſeems had ſo much 


the conquelt of their fury, as not to ſufter them to be (o bar- 
barouſly 
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Mean as fo glory''in the bloud of their owne 


Na $ $3459 | | 
© This makes the Rowen Poetibeſpeake them thus , ad 
dreM timteife anto'the' divided Eagles of Rowe, the 
incehfed'parties.of Ce/er and Pewopey, 
- Dn farer, þ civer, gue tants licentia ferrt , 
: ire} wer yon | pre cruorem ? 
 Cumgue ſuperba forth Babylon fpolianda Trophens 
Halo wnbrague erraret Craſſus inulta by 
Bella gers placnit unllos habitura triumphos ? 
Heu quantum terra potuit pelagique pararsi, 
Hoc quems civiles hawſerunt ſanguine dextre ? 


F 


What now ? my maſters, are you mad ? 
and ſhall the lawlefle ſword, 

To hoſtile Nations by our hands 
the Romanre bloud afford ? 

Whiltt with 4#/oniev Trophees proud, 
Babel unſpoyl'd remaines; 

And Craſſw wandring ſhade by you 
no vengeance yet obtaines ? 

Is this a time ſuch warre to wage , 
that ne're no triumph gaines ? 

Oh how niuch both of Sea and Land, 
might to the Romane power 

Bin purchaſt by that rate of bloud , 
which civill hands devoure [ 


Turne but Romare and Au/onian into Englih or Brit- 
t#/h, and let Craſſus ſhadow goe but fot a ſhadow as itis, 
and then the verſca may be.tranſlated as well to our Nati- 
on as to our language, and may ſerve as an allay to the fu, 
ry of our diltempers , (ith the nature of them is eventhe 
fame; and the diſadvantages and diſcouragements that 
lye againſt them even alike. As theirs were civill and in- 
teſtine diſcords, ſo alas are _ DY 

c 


" __ . 


frnolf one, 186 
Poet tells her afterwards; Nondwm tibi defwit hb : Sh 
had onemias.cnotigh toJave txargiced her yalour to/farre 


better prrpaſe.,' ThbtBbevtſhadivhew-n 
Too too proud with.the Trophees & ſpoylesg 
*nt fitter 
matter for.as to. have exerciſed our Heats 7 
1s 1ztter. Oh 
? & LLLARY 
Ts it a time for us. to fall our with one inother now ? 
Surely I'cannot but begge leaveto fiſne# + that whoſo- 
py difference on both fides, have hire plowed with ſome 
- informer of thisbufineſle, I am perfwaded, who watch 


fame Rome and her 4 inow:a 07 tic 8 £9 144: 
Princes and "Churches, '.'Witneffe the Palatine, and our 
deare (iter, /reYand;..both whigh would have 
deſtru&ion of our own:Nation: © this 
hearke we beſeech you, ,d6 not you heare their blahd cry 
hitherto unto you ; as fox helpe there, fo for peace here. 
W hat, juſt pow *' neither ſooner,nor later ? when the di. 
ſtreſſe of our poore brethren Its our.united ſtrength? 
ever are the aQors, ſuch perhaps for the maſt part as little 
thinke of any ſach thing, yes the contrivers of this unhap- 
1 | 
eſuites heyfer , fome Iyoviex ig cd ſpiric is the.grand 


in ſecrer, laughing in their ſleeves , to make their advan- 
rage of our Prious : Andthey (not we) if this fire be 
not quenched , ;are like to.haye zbe triumph in.theſe un- 
happy quarrells. APE 5; © 4 
Who ever ſhall proye the Conquerouramonglt us, 
will have more cauſe to mourne, than torejoyce. The 
bloud of your owne people and TubjeQs is no fitdy for 
Your Majeſtiescritmphant Rebesz 'muchlcfie.canany of 
you thrarethe Nobles and Srares of the Kingdome ex- 
-pe#t any gloriotis color unto your:garments; from the - 
Fopall bloud of your owne ratorall Pricce and his poſto- 
rity., or from-the gore of your fellow-fabjefts. This 
wall rachey bee a perpernall Rayne upon you, and your 
generations. 'Oh doe-not fight than for your owne dif- 
honour, Y 
our 
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Youe: Mafeſtic:tan be 4r.nothing, f illuftrious as in 
peace 3i Ob-remembery 1- bafceck: you, that; 'cxcellent 
axiome'of Seneaa( pardon. my- petition; I dvabt not but! 
you-wuth, wee have goodreafon ta ſee that you do, but 
yet give mee leaveto begge;, it it bebur to caſe my minde: \, 
The King of Kings loves to be ſued to for thoſe things 
which are granted before they are askt, Remember it, 

I beſeech Yoh, and: let it be engraveh upon Your Dia- 
deme) Nnulium- ornamentin Princepts faſtinio dignins, 
prlcbrinſque eſt quam illa (orona ob crues ſervatos: 


Ns Crawne more glorious on aPrintes Brow, 
As that which ſubjefts ſafety doth allow. 


'Oh let not any thing divert Your Majeſtie from the en. 
deavour of this ſo-great an honour. That that of Seiuft 
to C, (ear may be- yours : Ve me inimics quidem quers 
quirgwan anda, wifi dt magnitudine tua, Somay You 
triumph ir an mibloody victory; adorned with the whi- 
tzlt robes of caktmencic and peace, ſo: ſhall You obtaige a 
cheape. but a moRt g/vriowt conquelt, over the very hires 
and'sffot:ons of Your ſtbjets, which will be ready te at= 
tend Y our :9iwmphent (harior,as the Prize and Capri Ves 
of Your Majeſties goodnefie, bound and fettered w th 
with the golden chaines of their molt loyall affeRtic 18 
to Your Ma jeſtie, which will'be of greater ſplendourua- 

_ to Your Majeſtie, than any bloody tryall of this matter 
can «ford You, which is like to purchaſe You only ſlaves, 
or dead bodies; and that at a'ftarre dearer rate, than ſuch a 
ſpoyle canrecompente. 

And'Oh may your Excellence, and that moſt Honon- 
Table Aſſembly:now obrafnc your ſhares too in this Glori= 
ous atchievement, by a ſweet and happy complyance 

with His Majeſty, that youboth may become joynt Vi- 

ours, and Conquerours over this horrid and wnruly noon- 
ſter, That6/00dy,and A" * beaſt; yeachat yery __ 
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of civill diſcord, which is now even ready to devoure this 
whole Nation, whereby you ſhall do-a-more 'Npble'aQ, 
than Lyſimachss did in frangling a Lyon: And make 
botti your ſelves,and our Gratious Monarch, partakers in 
thet Elegie which CHariia! would have the priviledge 
of Ceſar: time : 


Contigit hoc null mf te ſub Principe,C eſar, 
Pam duo pugnarent viftor wter que fuit. 


This chance to any ne're befell, Ce/#r,but in thy Raign, 
That two ſhould ſtrive,and both the viRory obraine. 


Thus,thus you may be b6th viRorious, A happy union 
is that alone, that will give the Palme both to King and 
Parliament, whillt thereby they ſhall ſubdue one of the 
moſt violent,& moſt dangerous enemies that can poſſibly 
aſſaulta Common-wealth : for- ſuch is that inteſtine di- 
viſion that is amongſt us, which ſtrikes at the very efſencc 
of a State. And who would not oyercome ſo dangerous 
a foe, when it may be done without a blow, - tup 
your ſwords, and you have both wanne the field. - Bur 
without this you. are like to have none other triumph, 
than ſuch as David: was after the viory of Abſalom, in 
the firſt Booke of Sameel: or ſuch as the Children of /ra- 
el had after the ſlaughter of Benjamin, in the Booke of 
Fwadges, a generall face of fadnefſe and repentance. for 
what other can be expe&ed, or with piety, or humanity 
admitted, when you ſhall ſce the blood 'of your brethren 
and children, wo of your deareſt and neareſt friends, made 
the price'of you muſt tell mee what : and the end of the 
warre, parhaps the period and ruine of a late flouriſhin 
nation, that might have lived as long 28 any, bad not ſo 
violent a medicine ſhortned its:dayes, - and kill d it wich 
a Cataplaſme, | | | 

And what-will be the acclamations, wherewith you are 


like ta be reccived ? Not 


———Cr— I eee. fl em ———_—_————__—S 
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Not like thoſe/joyfull encomions, wherewith D avid 
was met afterthe vitory of Goliab, 

Nor like that ſong» of Deborah and Barah, after rhe 
overthrow of Siſera, 

No, no, But what muſt you expe& : inſtead of #ier, 
or a ſong of joy, you muſt looke for the ſighs, and groans, 
nay perhaps the curſcs of orphans and widowes, the la» 
mentations of parents. And which js the worſt muficke of 
all, more diſmall than the croking of Ravens, or the ſcree- 
ching of Owles,the cry of all that blood that ſhall be ſpilt: 
Oh Ibeſecch you thinke upon it, 

The beſt you can hope for in this kind is like thoſe dif- 
ſonant and unharmontous ( rather cries) acclamations, 
wherin theJews had their parts at thelaying the foundati- 
on ofthe ſecond Temple in Ezra, wherein the noyſe of 
the ſhout of Foy could not be diſcerned from the noyſe of 
the weeping of the people;The clouds of ſighs which are 
like to be exhaled for dead friends, wounded bodies, - 
waſted Countries, ſpoyled eſtates, and many other miſcs 
ries, Will obſcure the Glory of the greateſt joy that can 
be the ifſue of this warre on cither ade. 

- Neither can you ſolace your ſelyes againſt theſe evils . 
with therichnefle of the ſpoyle. 

Perhaps indeed ſome may grow rich hereby by the ru+ 
ines"ot others,as the ſpleene in the body is ſaid to grow, 
and gather bulk unto itſclfe by the waſting and conſump- 
tion of the reſt of the parts, but alas ſuch a diſproportio- 
ned augmentation is rather a diſeaſe than an advantage. 
The band growes never the fatter for that nouriſhment 
that it layes hold on of it ſelfe, though it keepe it never 
{ faſt in irs gripe,it thrives only by that which it receives 
in its proper turne and due proportion, by the allowance 
of the whole body; what is otherwiſe ſnatched,and de» 
tained from the whole, may ſtarve both ir ſelfe, and the 
reſt ofthe parts, As little joyare they like to have in it, 
that enrich their private poſſeſſions by the impoveriſh- 
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ment of the Commonwealth:And your daily accoints-on 
both fides will tell you,what infiniee tteaſtires arc hereby! 
ans body is, continually frented a- 
way in the revenue thereof by this devouring gangrene. 
How the credit, & r&evenuce:of the: publike;;: is ke to be 
drawn dry by private 4 IPOS 11 if they go on, 
the State ts ike thereby ro becomerhe devourer oF ir ſelf, 
&the body to provebankrupr by debts unto the members, 
which are daily increaſed,and exhauſted for the food;and: 
maintenance af this devouring'monſter ofctvibwar,which- 
were farre better famiſhed thanfed;fince itis buethe-nou-- 
riſking a fnake'in our owneboſomes; that wilt pay'no- 
thing againe but poyſon, for it's entertainment; ant yer! 
how many children are like tobe robbed” of their bread, 
that it may be caftumo his Dog, this —_ erberus of 
þ de cen mos " Ho more _ 
$1t-Srowes;: like arle wherwyou car it 
no wn to worry thoſe _ have nurſt it ſEliberallysT his: 
Lyon orT ygevr may awhne'tpoh you for meat,ur- 
ll hisc Y and _ i gewip one ar-laſt he may 
chance to fall upox-hw Keeper, and make his'laſt: nivale: 
upon thebonesof theſe char ſerved: him,. Oh feed your 
ſelves, then, and your friends, and'ler this Monſter, this 
enemy die of a famine, or goe forrage abroad., left 'to 
the ruine of the Stare, you contrat alſo that blor- and: 
blemifh unto yoar'wiſedome, that you ftiould be aid to 
have undone your ſelves forthe ſapply ; and ſapportance 
of 4 moſt virulent eneny; or to have. hired: s theefe 'to' 
plander your owne houſe z and to make ſpoyle of your 
oWne infieritance, 

There beſome ns doubr that fer forward thismiſchiefe, 
in a dreame of ſome great advanrage to themſelves: look- 
ing to fetch ſomerhing'out of the: fire, 'or to rake ſome 
treaſure out of the aſhes of this burning': or perhaps ſome: 
others may hope to make a-falve of thieſore;and to avoyd 
the ſhame that would other wifeattend-upon thatfall they 

are 


morexpaſod/yoilg: 
their mine anger 
blemiſh from their (ip 


Nan: that mepbad ratber periſh! in a 


conſolaty 


ids c-Þ 


private gaod,thari go ſolace: themſelves with the ſociety 
of a ruined Commonweeldh Andehough fomemay thipke 
29;buildyp ther owne hones with the,rubbjſh af the de» 
mokſhed State,, whereis $hey live, they ate:like ro have 
but fmall-eomfort in ſuch {4, vepaire- - That member that 
fwels with the confamption of the body, is not like to 
erve it ſelfe out of its owne ſtore, but muſt l[yedowne 
with.thezeſt tn the common penury. That fayler is no 
wie provider far hymſclfe, that pulsout a Gdeof aſhip, 
40 menta breach in-his cabin,let hyw make-it as Faire, and 
as fireas he can, it is like to bedrowned withthe reſt 'of 
ahciſbip. 

Er j#m0:heakbfullthrivingin the. body, where all the 
partakeepe notin their proportianeble fainefſe; ;and it is 
but-afickly advautage tbat any is. like to-gaine by the im- 

povcriſhing-ofche Commonwealth or Kingdome, 
- And-who would ſaile through fo troubleſome a ſea, 
where he is like to have no trakique butro lofſe and dam- 
.mage. 'Qhcalt Ancher:then weebefeech youztake downe 
your ſatles,;or returne into .the harbour-of a moſt deſired 
Peace, where you may franght your veſſels in ſafety with 
-morcgnnfull-treaſure,thanthe beft mart you can make in 
this inau{picipus voyage, withallthe toyle and danger, is. 
Ixkero:aftord you ; venter ing more .amonyg theſe _ 
and 
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and finds, arid ler not neeeity at at levgrir have 
of thaticomiliante' whichiReligion and Chriſtian 
ſhould: fer you upons * - 

Oh thinke upon thoſe pad py advantages that yo: have 
joyntly made wat unto the ke'good"; dxabuſe good 
Lawes you wir Porlis : 2ffd af- 
ter ſo nnictiEolt and pdinesin the repaire, Ye hormow 
looſe it all by battering 'downe the whole 4 teſt 
your worke prave'bur like the Mermaid in the Ports | 


Deſtnit in piſi 
Leaſt that A hich is'd Fs bemxifals and pr hc 09" upper 
part, in thoſe excellent things you have heretofore done, 


ſhould erid in a fiſh of in a abc and inſtead of a com- 
ly body ſhould become a-monſter. Ohlet not facha hor- 
ridand diſproportionable a period , be a di ponnee, re- 
proach to ſo ſweet an entrance: you have penn good 
milke that may nouriſh us well, do not(we hyou} 
now difappoint all our hopes, undoe all our comforts, by 
kicking it downe with your heeles.. You have ſowed 
much good ſeed , Oh let us enjoy the harveſt, and let not 
any Foxes be ſent with fire-brands bexwixt them'into this 
ſtanding corhe, to conſunie all,c're we can reape the wiſhe 
ed fruit thereof. Doe not proceed i in ſuch a warre that 
- like to looſe more in the progreſſe, than the happieſt vi» 
_ could likety make good-in the conclufion; and that 
1s like to make you no recompence in'theend , butin a 
farre greater dammage. Give me leave no put you in 
minde here of that wiſe ſaying of C. Cefar in Anrelins 
Viftor , eArma niſi majoris emolumenti cauſa HEQBAGrHAm 
movenda eſſe ; ne compendio-tenni, jaftura gravi petita Ui- 
Qoria, fi milic fit hamo aureo piſtantibus ; cnjus ney A- 
miſſique detrimentum, nullo capture lucyo pou ars poteſt : 
That warre is not to be undertaken butfor fome great ad- 
vantage, leſt where the charge of the vitory, proves grea- 
ter than the ſpoyle, the Conquerour may ſeeme to have 
kihed with a golden hook, the lofſe whereof can receive 
no 


ory 
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no recumpence by the beſt fiſk:rharcan be taken in ſuch 

troubled waters, | 
I forheare to ſpeake much of the injuſtice that may ac» 
company ſach gaine , if it were to be had, and the curſe 
and:malediRion.that may attend upon it, whereby it may 
become none other unto thoſe that take it., than the 
ſpoyle that Achan took in the 7, of Zudges, of the weage 
of Gold, and a Babyloniſh Garment , whicl: brought a 
judgement upon himſelfe and the reſt of the people: 
Since in this caſe they are like to be made a prey, that are 
moſt harmeleſſe and innocent on all fides. Jt being the 
ordinary effe& of ſuch civill broyles , that Patercnls a- 
ſcribed unto the inteſtine diſcords of the Rowans ; Inde 
jus vi obrutum, (ſaith he)potentiorgue habitus prior, diſcore 
dieque civinm antea conditionibus ſanari ſolite, ferro di= 
judicate; bellaque non caxſis inita , ſed prout eorum merces 
Fuit « Right and Juſtice were made the prey of force and 
violence ; The priority was given unto him that had the 
greatelt power, and the diflentions of the people that 
were wont t6 be decided by the Lawes and Conſtitutions, 
were now put to the arbitrement of the ſword : and the 
warre was undertaken, not upon the goodneſle or juſtice 
of the cauſe, butupon the hope of prey, f 
Obi ſemel reflo deerratum eſt ,in preceps devenitur nec 
qni/quam ſibi putat twrpe,quod alii fuit fruttuoſum: The 
rule of Juſtice being once forſaken , the.courſe unto miſe 
chicfe became headlopg , whileſt no man held any thing 
vile for himto doe, that had beene gainfull unto another. 
And againe, Omnia erant precipitia in Rep: poſtea id 
quoque acceſſit, ut ſevitie cauſam avaritia preberet , & 
mod culpe ex pecunie modo conſtitueretur ; & qui fuiſſet 
locwuples : fieret. nocens',, ſus gniſque pericu(s merces foret, 
nec quidquam videretar turpe quod «(ſet queſtnoſums: All 
things went to wrack inthe Common-wealth : And to 
the reſt this miſchiefe was added , That avarice and de- 
fire of gaine, made way' for crucity and oppreſſion. 
C Crimes 


La 
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Crimes were rated according rathe megfure of mens ha- 
vings ; it became guilt enough for a man tobe wealthy, 
whijeft every man was made the price of his owne dan- 
ger: neither was any thing thought ſinfſull that brought 
lucre along with ir. And tet it be conſidered,I beſeech: 
you, whether this be not an apt Commentary for the pro- 
ceedings which have already beene begun amongſt us,. 
and where they will top none knowes but God : And 
whether it bee alikely way to eſtabliſh the liberty and 
propriety of ſubje&ts, that Diare which is-ſo much cry- 
ed up amongſt us, the very He/ena which is made a-maine 
pretence for the quarrell, by plundering men out of their 
juſt rights and poſſeſſions , witheut the leaſt pretence of 
any legall proceedings ; I wiſh. it may be ttmely confide- 
red. Surely fach meancs beare little proportion unto that 
faire and fpecious end that is propoſed , unlefle we can 
thinke to ſettle Order by confutton, and to fecure men 
in their eſtates, by expoſing them to rapine 2 what like- 
lyhood isthere that fuch gaine (ball profper, or what rec- 
koning will be made of it another day? Are not theſe 
things a very ſhame and reproach. to Chriſtianity? or is 
this the way to ſetup picty and holinefle in a Chureh, by 
abandoning all rules even of morall honeſty ? Oh that 
that holy precept of the fore-runner of our Saviour might 
. be but thought upon-in theſe dayes, that he gave unto the 
Souldiers in his trme, that ſought of him a way to eternall 
kfe. Offer violence to no man, and be content with your 
Wages. 

What is than the golden prize that we looke for by 
the victory ? no triumph, no gaine. And as little ſtrength 
or fortitude ; Nations aſually gather ſtrength by weake- 
ning their enemics , but how ſhonld they fortrhie by ma- 
king batteries upon themſelves? Yu anite fortior bath 
hitherto gone for a good proverbe ; Oh let us not croſſe 
It to Our OWNE Tune, : 
That beeing which .is moſt abſolute in unity, is __ 

olute 
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ſolute in ſtrength}; and therefore God, who is Fns fme- 
pliciſſmmum,is En: fortiſſimum, & inexpugnabile, becauſe 
it isthereby become ſ6bs ſafficiens, & independens; all-fuf- 
ficientunts it ſelfe, and independent upon any other. 
And thoſe things in the mferiour orbes of eſſence or 
beeing, that come neareſt unto this in anity, may fſeeme 
to come neareſt in fortitade and ability ; and this may be 
th: reaſon , that Angels and other ſpirituall things are 
more ſtrong and powerfull than thoſe which are grofſe 
and bodily, becauſe they are more fimple , and ſo: more 
uncapable of divifion,, being not compounded of matrer 
and forme ; or of bodies and ſoules, ax wthers are; And on 
the contrary, thoſe which are lyable to moredivifion, are 
lyable thereby unto more eafie deſtruction: Yea,this divili« 
- On is their deſtraion;fot what is the deſtuRio of a man 
bat a ſeparation or divifion-ofthe ſouſtfrom the body?Or 
of other things, but the divorceof the form from the mar<- 
ter ? and as it 1s the very being of deſtraQion in the crea» 
tures, ſo it is the ready gate and way that tends unto ir, 
and therfore neceſſarily unto weakenefle and i ulity x 
which is but a degree ae it were unto diflokation. So the 
quarrell betweene the hamours and qualities in the body, 
That civill diſſention that falls out betwixt them through 
that incquality and diſproportion that is amongſt them 
in our bodily diſtempers, procures the weaknefſe and ime * 
becillity of the body, which is waſted by the grudges and 
contentions of theſe combatants ; as the unhappy ſeat of 
theirinteſtme battaile, whereby the towers _ 
thereof are demolifhed , and the proviſien and fabſtance 
thereof devoured and conſamed: -So the quarrels of the 
elemenrs do as it were weaken the nniverſe, und ſhall be 
the deltriion of it {av it xppexres) hereafter ;when the 
element of fire ſhajlav it were bid batcaile atito the reſt, 
and waſte and conſtitie the whole world: © 
On the'other fide ; the peace and eoneord of the hu= 
mours and qualities in the boly;und of the elemens and 
: parts 
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parts inthe univerſe } is chat that preſerves the ſtrength 
and conſiſtency of both;and I know no. other reaſon why 
the heavenly bodies are lefſe ſubje& to- diflolution than 
the inferiour creatures., but becauſe they have no con» 
trary qualities to: make a broyle or diſcord within them. 
And though their influences: may ſeeme to have oppoſite 
effets, whereby they'make as it were forraigne inrodes 
and invaſions upon the reſt of the world ;; yet in thar they 
are free fromvinteſtine'diſcords, they remaine more firme 
and, —- ys their betings.than others, and 
are thereby guarded,avir may ſceme,, from any .forraigne 
aſſaults to:bemadeuporrthem.:  - peg 
Andit-unity:bg the ſttength of any thing, than diviſion 
mult needs enervate and weaken. ! 
- And we may ethiselearly, in. cammon experience; 
The more compaFand white bodics arc-in; themſelves, 
the more they arc ſecured and fortified againſt invaſions, 
andthe mare enfbjed tohold out. _. 
The ſtrongeſt things: by diviſion are made weake, the 
you by: unity' are: made invincible, A barre of iton 
vided into ſmall livings may be broken in:pieces by the 
band of a childe; which when it was in its unity. and com- 
paR,would have deſpiſed the force of the greateſt Gyant, 
And: the:-ſmalleſt threds being twined together into 2 
cord,,may..cadure the (trefle of the ſtrongelt horſe,, which 
being ſevered from one another, wonld fall in pieces with 
2 touch + And therefore it is that the wife manitcl!s US» 
that 4 threefold cord is not eafily broken ; And that com- 
mon.and apprayed: Adage, that Concordia res parue creſ- 
oZThis\Sriteracdo; P4wrergfa feemegexcelicntlyto, infinu 
-xt6; by that emblege(thag.he, prgſencyrro. ir foura and 
twenty! ſonnes 4; When hejwas, ro; leave. the world ;,,He 
cauſed a ſheafe abf\rrowrs (arJaveli 9nght be- 
fort ehbn, afd preſented itbound up together unto al þis 
tonnes by tyrnd ( $9 thenzta ſee: whorher zhey 
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could breake it ; which when they all had-afſayed fo dce 
in. vaine, he takes every one of them aſunder, and breakes 
them with caſe one after another : | teaching them (faith 
Plutarch) by this fimilitude, that as long as they contintt= 
ed in unity and concord with one another, they ſhould re. 
maine ſtrong and invincible ; but if} once they ſhould be 
dinided ,, and fall to quarrells with one another, they 
ſhould thereby become feeble, and eafice to be defeated. 
And to the fame purpoſe it may be remembred, that Pie 
iu tells us, that amity and friendſhip was ſymbolized by 
the embleme of Salt: {orpora enim: (laith he) /olidiora 
facit , & dintiſſimt conſervat ; Tt is the property of Salt to 
make bodies the more firme and folid, and to preſerve 
them from corruption. So Amity and Love doth give ſo« 
lidity and ſtrength, and preſerveth thoſe amongſt whom 
iris entertained from deſtration -or diſſolution : ' And it 
may ſceme to have ſome allufion anto this that. we reade 


of, r© mz Pattum ſalis, for an indifſoluble incor= 


ruptible Covenant, a. ſolid: agreement that was not to 
be made void : N«#.18: 19. And likewiſe 2 Chrox. 
I:3.5+i Ought yee not to know, that the Lord God of Iſrael 
gave the Kingdome over Iſrael to David for ever, even to 
him and to his ſonnes by a Covenant of Salt ? Which 
phraſe .is thus interpreted by Flacims , Pattam ſalts oft 
pattrm firmum, quaſi, non computreſcens vetuſtate :: A 
Covenant of Salt is a firme Covenant ; that ig,not to be- 
diffolved by continuance of time : ſuch a one as we hear- 
tily wiſh may be naw made berweene Your Majeſtic, and 
all your people. ;\ ,/- .- | 

- Now as Aniitty and Love giveth folidity and preferva=. 
tion, fo difſention and di ſeord doth-render things languid: 
ahd enervate, unbraceth-a Common-weale, unſpiriterha 
bady:, and maketh them ynable- to hold out againkt the 
meaneſt and:moſt incanfiderable aſſaults. But alas why- 
dec I pendyour pretious thee: in ſo ordinary a medipati- 

ul 43 on *: 
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on ; your owne daily exerciſe in this unhappy buſineſle, 
is a perperuall ative embleme and impreſe of this truth, 
The (trength of your Armies confilts in the unity of them, 
and thedividing of them tends to weakneſle and diffolu- 
tion : Oh ler this very bufineſſe tell you than in what it 
is like to have 1ts concluſion ; and let your happy combi- 
nation , and the ſtrength that you ſhall both atchieve 
thereby, be now unto usthe pledge of the ſecurity of this 
Nation. 

Oh lay afide now all humane wiſedome,and hearken to 
the word of our bleſſed Saviour, who puts the matter our 
of all queſtion ; he tells you clearly what advantage you 
are to expe in matter of ſtrength by this unhappy quar- 
rell : Every Kingdome divided againſt it ſelfe ignurru * 
brought to deſolation ; and every city or houſe divided 4- 
gainſt it ſelfe,  catinru ſhall not hand. 

And this Divinity: of Chriſt is attended ion by the 
Philoſophy of eLrifforie, in his fifth booke de Rep: and 
ſixth chapter ; «.9wis 33 7 or«Zov, That which diſagrees 
with it ſelte muſt needes be weake. 

But defides this weakneſſe that adheres unto the meere 
diviſion, of which this ation wholly confiſts, There is a 
fountaine of bloud, even a bloudy ifſue opened hereby in 
this great body ; whereat the very ſpirits and vitall pows 
ers thereof doe as it were continually evaporate and flic 
out: The very Heart-veyne, yea the Arteries, and very 
channells of life are hereby in danger to be diſſeted, and 
the Orifices ſtill ro grow wider and wider , whereby it is 
like to become meagre & languid, and unable to me 
the Actions of life;for as in the body naturall the bloud is 
theſaurus nature, fo in the body politick the bloud. of a 
nation is ſuch a treaſure, that the laviſhing away there= 
of by any prodigall waſte, maſt needs bring it low, and 
render it faint and feeble. And when it is once lolt it is 
not ſocafily repaired. Indeed wee confefſe, that Phleboto« 


wy tay de uſckull, in ſome caſed unto dork, . novonely to- 


, ——=  — eo I > Wines 


- — A RY 9 I” rr 


An humble motion for Peace. 19 
the natural body, but unto that of a Common- wealth, 
And they may both gather ſtrength by the expence of 
that blood which is corrupt ; butthen this is to be done 
by waight and-meature: with the carefull and skilfull band 
of a Phyſitian or Surgeon, and that cum deleF roo, not at 
all adventure or hazard, and with due regard had unto 
what the body can beare; this is charilyz and warily to be 
done, not to be committed to the rude hand of the mul- 
tirude : and great caution to-be had, that the good bloud 
may be retained ; and this too in cafe of ſome urgent ne- 
cellity, where other milder remedies will not prevaile : 
but to leave this to a tumultuary performance, asin this 
calc of a Civill war, it mult needs endanger the very being 
and conliſtency of this Common-wealrth. And Oh then, I 
beſeech you conſider what an irrecoverable lofſe wee 
havebeenaralrcady in this kind : call to mind we beſeech 
you, the twenty third of Ofober, and thinke with com- 

paſſion upon thoſe ſcarlet ſhowres, that have ſtained the 
very earth whereon they fell. Oh the wounds,the gaſhes, 

the diſinall doings of that day who can remember it 

without a bleeding beart,that fo much Chriſtian and Pro» 

teltant bloud, ſhould be let out by Chriſtian and Pros 
teſtant hands. Looke, I beſeech you upon the very coun- 

renance of the Kingdome, do you not fee it begin to- 
looke pale and wanupon it, ready to. ſinke and ſwoone 
for want of ſpirits and life ? Oh do not then proceed any 
farther to the imbecillitating of your owne body:Oh give 

no more fuell unto this fire, which is kindled jn your 
owne manſion ; bur rather uſe the meanes to quench it, 
which is not to be done with bloud, bnt with rteares 
of true repentance,and humiliation for thoſe finnes, which 
have drawne this judgement upon us, and are dayly com- 

mitted in the proſecution of this fad difference, for it is 
maliew peccate gravidum: a judgement that is fruirfull of 
many finnes, which are like to pull more, and more miſ- 
Ehicfe upon us. The very pollution of Chriſtian Ry 
mu 
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mach defiled the land, is ſtill calling for more judgement: 
and the more it proceeds, the more is like to be behind, 
unlefie God ſhew wonders of mercy. 

Adde to this the many miſchiefes that attend upon this 

evill : the waſting of Countries, the demoliſhing of Cis 
ties, the invalidating ,and'disforcing of the Lawes, where- 
by they arelike to grow even into a deſaetude or diſuſe, 
which mult likely be the deſtruQion of the State, the en- 
couragement of diffolute, and unruly ſpirits, the di/ſi pa» 
ting of all good rule and order, the diſturbance of the holy 
Service of God, death, ſickneſle, rapines, ſacriledge, and 
what not miſchiefe, that do continually flow in upon us 
at this breach, whereby it becomes a very 7154s malorum, 
a many headed Hyara of all forts of calamities,and which 
1s worſt of all,of all ſorts of iniquities and (ins. And what 
do theſe threaten, but the very demolition of the State? 
the ruine and downfall of this famous Common-wealth? 
that wee need not wonder at that ſtile that Nicetas Cho- 
»iates hath ſet upon a civill warre, calling it wagt Gapugorts 
ns gT*&vovupeÞ, an afflition full of anguiſh and calami- 
ty : and againe, «a S&mv m 299 v, x; dourn ns, x} Teac \afpmts 
ev 30xivyr wana, A ſtrange and unuſuall calamity, arfl 
the moſt grievous of all puniſhments that God uſeth to 
ſend upon a people : and that you may know what it is 
that he thus deciphers, hee 'tels you immediately after- 
wards, Tk 33 eaurlw yu 5 T am wrt idwuwn won fe, 
Ty uf irgmgt, Th $3 es Tere inruoirnrr, The 
ſame Country and Nation was divided into two ſeverall 
particsand faRtions, violently falling both upon them- 
ſelves,and upon one another, 'The very mapor picture of 
our preſent conditions And this' was ſo well knowne, 
even to the Roman Poet, that in his heatheniſh devorion 
4; HY preſents this petition in their name unto their - 
8009s, | 
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: Letall the world our foesbecome, 
- But let us not have warres at homes 


And indeed it is a hard matter to find out a miſchicfe 
of ſo deſtrutive a nature that we would exchange it for 
this. Tyranny, ſlavery, perwry, any thing almoſt may 
be better borne, with Peace and wnity; than a civill warre, 
with the greateſt /iberty and plenty, ſince the comfort of 
ſach aſſociates would quickly be frallowed uplike Pha» 
raoh; fat kine by ſuch a mend feeding with them. Had 
wee a tyrant like Rhehoboarms ,that would whipus with 
Scorpions, (which the devill dares ſcarce be ſo impudent 
as to alleage ) yet better it were to be under one tyrant, 
than many : every wicked man may becomea tyrant in a 
civill. broyle, when the raines of government are .cut in 
ewo by our owne ſwords: were we under the yoke of an 
Egyptian flavery, put into the brick- kilns,to make bricke 
without ſtraw (but alas, we are ſicke rather of too much 
Jollity and licentiouſneſle) yet better it were for vs to be < 
in bondage, then that fwry and vio/exce ſhould beſet free. 
There is more ſafety and comfort in being ſhut ap from 
fach a tyger, than to be let looſe before ir,to be chaſed 
fora prey: were we waſted and oppreſſed in our revenues 
& eſtates, yet if the wiſcſt of men may be accepted fora 
Counſellour, he tells us. That better © alittle with the feare Prove 15, 16, * 
of the Lord, than great treaſure, and trouble therewith. ,, © *' 
Better is a dinner of herbes where love ts, than a ſtalled Oxe 
and hatred therewith. Nothing but tr#th and __— 
xeſſe, is better than Peace : and thoſe as they might well 
flouriſh without ſach a diſmall dinne as is now on horſe= 
back, were men but ſober minded,or could but tell what 
they would have, (as we may know by thoſe peaceable 
offers that have beene made for this purpoſe ) So theſe 
ſeldome grow or flouriſh as they ſhould, by the ruine of 


PEACE. 
1 What 
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What ſhouldT tell you of the ſweet inducements unto- 
eoncord ? both God and Natare, both Reaſon and Religion 


Invite you joyntly unto this confederacy. 


God ſpeakes to you in the body of one and the ſame 
Church;Natere,in the ny of the fame bloud.and 
nation ;\Re«ſos in the regard of our common ſafety , Rel» 
gion, in the reſpes of Chriſtian wercie, and piety. 

God hee ſpeakes to us in the words of the Apoltle,. to 
keepe the nnity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace: becauſe, 
there tu one-body, one Ffirit, one hope of our calling, one 
Lord, one faith, one baptiſme, one God and Father of all, 
who # above all,; and thros h all, and in you all, Are wee 
not for the moſt part, members of the ſame Church ? Do 
wee not make claime unto the ſame ſpirir ? Do wee not 
all hope for. the ſame heaven ? have wee notall the fame 
Chriſt *Do we not profeſſe the ſame faith ?- Are we not- 
baptized with the ſame baptiſme ? Do wee not all cha- 
lenge one and the ſame Father * Do wee not worſhip- 
one and the ſame God ?* And ſhall not all this unity upon. 
_ have power. to make up one unhappy divi- 

on 

Nature that ſpeakes unto us, as it were in the: voyce of 
CMoſes, 'Ardes dSrgor ire SF diegive m7 acre animes: Sirs,yee 
are brethren, why do yee wrong (or hurt ) one to another ? 
As the Wiſe man the luggard, ſo. ſhee ſends. the fatious 
tinto the ant, and is itnot a ſhame for us to learne of ſuch 
maſters as theſe : and yet nature by them reads le&nres of 
peace and = to us. Don eAntonio di-pueraca in his 
proEme to his diall of Princes, telleth us, that thoſe kind 
of creatures(as we may fee by experience ) live peaceably 
rogether, labour tor the common good , make no fpoile 
of one another : And truly that which is there his wonder, 
tsnow our ſhame: That 50000- Piſmires can live toge- 
ther in one hillocke; And that ſcarce two. men can com- 
ply rogether in one and the fame State, or Common« 
wealth. Bur it may be wee ſhall diſdaine to be ſchollers -n 

_ 
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ſo meane aſchoole. Yet I beſcech you difdaine not the 
voyce of fo many ſupplyants of nature, that petition, as it 
were, for this unity. The ſame carth that yeeldsus com- 
mon food, and faitenance, the ſame ayre which affords us 
common breath , the ſame bloud that runs in our veines, 
the fame Lawes by which we ſhould be ruled, the matu- 
all-intereſt that wee have joyntly inthe good and harme 
ofone another,thenearerelations-of kinred and country, 
are all advocares in this ſait. Oh Rop-not yeur-cares unto 

them all, we beſeech you. | 
I read ofthe Romans, that whenthey (as you ) upon a 
-Civill diſcord, had pur themſelves in array one againſt 
another, ready to wreake themſelves upon one ance 
thers bloud, that upon the confiderationef their mutu- 
all relations unto one another, as being all of the ſame 
Nation and Country, they laid downe their Armes, and 
Joyned their hands in a lovely and ſpontaneous peace 
and reconcilement. And ſhall good nature and meere 
civill engagements do that 'with Heathens, and meere 
morall men, which religion, and a multitude both of 
naturall, civill, and ſpirituall endearments cannot doe 
with us that are Chriſtians? Could the ſame Country 
unitethem ? and ſhall not the ſame Church, the fame 
Chriſt ( with Country and many other ties to the van- 
tage, not-worthy indeed ito be named with theſe) be 
more prevalent toreconcile us ? Or is there any cement 
like the bloud of Chriſt ? or is not peace and love the 
very livery of his ſervants? Oh beware leſt the very 
Heathens riſe up in judgement againſt you : leſt you” 
bringreproach- upon Chriſtianicy, by being more impla- 
cable than they ; Oh.reach themnot thus to blaſpheme 
that bleſſed name of Chriſt, by which you are named , 
by boaſting, that Chriſtians are more bloudy,than they : 
unleſſe wee be better than Heathens, as well in our juſt, 
and peaceable lives, as in our moreſound judgements, 
and profeſſions , there's ns 7) wee ſhall never one” 
2 ore 


Mutth, 5. 46, 


Math: 6, 32 
Matth: $5. 20 
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fore them-into heaven by uſing his name, wee ſo much 
diſhonour:. yea wee are in hazard to be plunged deeper 
into Hell, in that-wee are worſeſchollers than they in the 
Schoole of goodnefle and unity,-when wee have had fo 
much better a Maſter than they had of truth and verity. 
Oh thinke upon the Terrours of thoſe queſtions,and other 
fayings of our bleſſed Saviour, Do' not the Heathen and 
Publicans the ſame? And, After all theſe things do the Gen- 
tiles ſeeke. And, Except your. righteouſneſſe ſhall exceed 
* the righteonſneſſ# of the Scribes and Phariſees, yee ſhall in 
no caſe enter into the Kingdome of Heaven. Surely a 
peaceable mind is a part of righteouſneſſe, rhe Scribes 8& 
Phariſees were likely as good as Heathens,'and ſuch were 
thoſe Romans wee before ſpoke of :. and if no going to 
Heaven,unlefſe wee be better, ( and fo more peaceable 
than they were)how: ſhall wee not feare to miſſe of Hea- 
ven, if we ſuffer them to outſtripus ? Alas, that the fruit 
of the Goſpell of Peace ſhould ſhew it ſelfe in no better 
a meaſure among(t us, than that we ſhould be found more 
bloudy-than:Heathens, haying ſuch rules, and-ſuch pat- 
ternes of meckneſle ſet before us, as are both-in the pre 
cepts, and examples of our Saviour, and the Apoſtles. It 
would evengrieve a man to thinkeon it, how the ene- 
mies of Chrilt are hereby encouraged to: boaſt them- 
telves againſt the Goſpell ; and if it were laid to 
heart-as it ought to be, it might ſerve to take off thoſe 
intemperate heats wherewith Chriſtian Princes, and 


; others have beene too much enflamed to the ſhedding of 


bloud, upon too flight occalions ; and would, I hope, be 
a meanes to-dull the edges of their fwords, that are the 
maintainers ofthis inteſtine warre, That they might nor 
(heath themany more in the bowels of their owne bre- 
thren. Oh remember, 1.beſcech you, not a drop ofthis 
bloud. but hath ſea enough in. it rodrowne the ſoules of 
chem that ſhed it unto everlalting perdition, without re» 
penrance ; unleſſe they be provided with a good, and 

| weighty 
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weighty'reaſon to warrant them in the Action, Qh let not 
the Remans Humanity ſhame the Divinity. of Chriſtians. 

Reaſon cryes unto you as you are men, that you wbuld 
render the preſervation and ſafety of your ſelves, and one 
another; 

Religion, as you are Chriſtians, by all the bonds of 
Chriltian piety and compaition , If there be any conſolati= 
0n in Chriſt , if any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the 
Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, That yee be like minded, 
having the ſame love, being of one accord,of one minde. 

Oh you noble Worthies and States of the Kingdome, 
and yee the people of the Land , looke I beſeech you 
whom do you fight againſt ? Look upon the ſweetneſſe, 
the goodneſle, the piety, the vertue , the beneficency of 
your gratious Prince ; paralell him in the world, if you 
can.- Oh than love him, embrace him , honour him, caſt 
your ſwords downe at his feet, I dare pawne my life he'le 
never uſe them againſt you : Oh than let it never be ſaid 
that you kept them to be employed againft him. Looke 
upon him as he hath been, as farre as Majeſtie would pere 
mit,even ſupplicating to you for peace; offcring himſelfe 
into your armes,opening his boſome unto you : Oh cloſe 

now with one another,and grow into one for ever; that 
the Devill may howle, and Rowe mourne, and all your c= 
nemies quake and tremble ar it. F 

Remember how much he hath done for you? how he 
hath flowne from the ſhedding of bloud ? looke upon his 
plots, his pious contrivances, for the avoyding of a cjvill 
warre: Away with thoſe diſmall cloudes of Jealouſics, 
which portend nothing but increaſe of miſcheife , thoſe 
fire-brands of all ſociety. Remember all thoſe facred , 
vowes and proteſtations, atteſted both by Heaven and 
Earth; both by God and man, to ſecure the happineſle of 
this Union : He hath laid his owne happineſle as it were 
to pledge for yours.. Oh beleeve your Prince, ſo religi- 
@us.a Prince ; at leaſt belceye God: Trult in him that is 

| ” the 
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the ruler of Princes. The Kings heart is not in his owne 
hand , 5: « in the hand of the Lord as the rivers of waters, 
and he turneth it whitherſcever it pleaſeth him. Oh truſt 
God then, I beſtech you, be not jealous of him ; Take his 
counſell then, and be at peace with your Prince. Oh I 
beſeech you ler it be your honourto humble your ſelves 
te him whom God hath ſet over you : Stan not upon 
too ſtri termes with the Lords anointed , eſpecially 
when the peace and being of Nations is at ſtake ; but re- 
member that ſaying of the Armenian unto Pompey , Non 
eſſe turpe ab eo vinci,quem vincere eſſet nefas 3 neque es ina 
boneſfte aliquem ſubmitts , quem fortuna ( ſaid he) quem 
Dem (ay we) ſuper omnes extuliſſet : t it bs no ſhame 
to be overcome by him, whom to overcome were a grand im 
; Piety 5 No diſhononr to ſubmit unto ſuch a one, whom God 
himſelfe hath placed over ns all | 
And let Your Majelties armes be yet open, Oh doe not 
too caſily rejeR that which you have laboured fo much 
for with your viRorious pen. Oh hang out once more 
your flag of mercy, and reconcilement, that you may me- 
vers clementia civicam, looke upon your owne ſubjeas. 
They are all your owne, all members of that body of 
which you are the head : and be.it that ſome of them are 
ficke or corrapt, yet Ommnia prizs tentanda , All gentler 
meanes are firſt ro be uſed, ere ſo great a mayme ſhould 
be inflited-upon the body. Oh let nothing deprive Your 
Majeſtic of the glory of that clemency and mercy where- 
in You are hitherto ſo conſpicuous and lovely in the eyes 
of good and faithfull Chriſtians. You will be a great 
Conquerour inovercoming Y our owne power: Poſſe & 
nolle 18 a Princely motto. Oh thinke what an eſtabliſhment 
Peace will be unto Your Throne; what a comfort and 
tranquility to Your conſcience ? This was the wiſe and 
powerfull inducement that prudent e£65g#i/ uſed unto 


«Sam;24;30; David; «And it hal come to paſſe when the Lord foal 


bave done unto my Lord all the good thus be bath poly 


concerning 
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concerning thee, &c, That this ſhall be no griefe unto thee, 
nar offence of heart nnto my Lord,oither that thou haſt ſhed 
blond cauſel:ſſe,or that my Lord bath avenged himſclfe. Yea, 
what a ſolace will it be unto Your Majeſties beart at the 
cloſe of Your dayes,when You ihall reſigne this Crowne, 
to receive an immortall one in Heaven, (which wee 
wiſh and hope may not be, till after many and many 
yeares of mutuall happineſle and peace betwixt Your Ma- 
jeſtic and Your SubjeRs. ) Oh what a lightſomeneſle and 
eaſe will it be than unto Your royall heart, when You 
ſhall be able to make that profeſſion of Pericles at his 
death , That he thought himſelfe happy that no Athenian 
wore 4 mywrerning garment by bis meanest. Hereby Your 
Subje&s ſhall in a manner receive all their lives againe at 
Your Majeſties hands-under God , which are otherwiſe 
like to become the morſells ot the ſword. Hereby You: 
ſhall become Gods Subſtitute , as well in the preſervation 
of his people, as in the adminiſtration of his power. And 
become illu{trivus- in the government of Your Domini- 
ons, in thar wherein he is molt glorious in the governe= 
menr of the world , whofe mercy is over all his workes. 
Oh thinke I beſeech you both, hat. tability wuto this 
whole Nation what great advantage unto the cawſe of God, 
what reliefe wnto poore Ireland, what diſcouragerment unto 
the Popiſh Fattion, and to dll others that are agdihft the 
truth , what ſtrength unto the Proteſtant party , what op» 
portwnities for the quelling of the adverſaries both of God 
and this Kingdome , What a cummuln, a heape, a moun- 
taine ; nay, even a whole world of bleſſings will be the- 
Hlues by Gods grace, of this happy re-union, Plenty, ſafee 
ty , trangsuillity of minude , ſociety of friends, the re.enforces 
mext of Lawes , the very ſinewes. of a Common-wealth; 
The reſtoring of life into the dry bones of theStare, The re. 
covery of __ and honeſty amongſt us, The repaire of 
the bounds of propriety & right, The recolleftion of /cat- 
tered (Congregations, The flouriſhing of learning, _ 

Js 


30 Ramus Olive; or, 
ary merchandiſe thoſe three pillars of a publike State; And 
(that wherein we hope all to rejoyce,) a comfortable en- 
Joyment of thoſe _=_ lawes you have already made for 


the common benefit, and a happy progreſſe and peaceable 

oceeding to bring that great worke of reformation you 
a in hand, both for the civill and eccleſiaſticall parts of 
this body, to a mature growth and perfeRion in ſuch a 
calme, orderly, and religious manner, as becometh the 
mannaging of {o excellent a worke. Surely if there be 
any wombe that is great with the bleſſings both of Hea- 
venand Earth, it is the wombe-of peace. The Pfalmilt 
ſeemes to preſent you with a poſie of ſome of theſe plea- 
fant lowers in the 144. P/alme , That our ſonnes may be 
as plants growne up in their youth , That our daughters 
may be as corner ftonet, poliſhed after the fmilitude of 4 
Palace : That onr Garners may be full, affording all man« 
wer of flore : That our ſheepe may bring forth thenſandr, 
and ten thouſands in our ftreetes : That our Oxen may be 
ſtrong to labour, that there be no breaking in, nor going out: 
T hat there be no complaining in our treetes, Happy # that 
people that is in ſuch a caſe , yea, happy 3s that people whoſe 
God # the Lord, | X 

Oh this by Gods bleſſing will be like the dew of Hey. 
0% upon this Nation, to make it ſprout and flouriſh again 
in its ancient glory , like the precious oyncment upon the 
glorious head, and upon all the members of this our bo- 
dy, which will give us a ſweet favour in the noſthrills of 
the Lord. 

Oh tbink, how comfortable it will be to wghow pleaſing 
wnto God, how proper for Chriſtians, how neceſſary for the 
Church, how agreeable to the Goſpel. | 

Peace, it is both a duty and a bleiling ; 5onum jucune- 
dum, The Pſalmiſt ſeemes to ſtand even amazed, and ra- 
viſhed in the meditation of itz Ecce quam bonum &- 
quam jucundum', Behold how good and joyful a thing it 
#, &c, Oh call it backe againe and looke-upon it , that 

you 
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you may be in love with it, and embrace it. Iam too un. 
$kilfull a limmer to takethe pattern of fo beautifull a fea» 
ture: {ct it therefore before you in its owne ſubſtance, by 
putting a happie perioduntothis unhappy diffcrence, and 
you willſce how ſweet a complexion it is of : that you 
may hugge it in your hearts, and not part from it any 
more, toembrace that grim viſaged hagg of a civill war, 
yea it isſo great a good, that it is taken for the ſumme of 
all ſorcs of bleſſings. He that wiſhed a man peace, wiſhed 
a man all good, both honeſtum, nrsle, and jacundum; both 
vercue,and profit, and pleaſure,all are inpeace. 

All the features of goodneſle are in this good:* theſe 
part many times in other things; yea it is not very caſic 
to find them dwelling together in this lower world, in 
the (ame thing, but here they dwell all together inpeace 
and unity, The ſtudy of Peace and reconciliation 7 it is 
mandatum premio gravidum, a duty bigge with its owne 
recompence: andas the Author of Peace faith of himſelf, 
fs peace in a manner may ſay of ir ſelfe ; 5 wide js wil han, 
CM) reward is with mee. And what excule ſhall wee have 
then, if wee wilfally rejeR ſo accompliſheda bleſſing ? 
Commonly the reaſon why we refuſe that which is good, 
is becauſe it {cemes to be maymed in one of theſe ; it it be 
honeſt, yet we cxcept againſt ſome dammage, or unplea- 
ſantneſſe, that is joyned with it, andſo we raiſe aquarrelf 
againſt it from that ground. Bur toreje&rhat wherein 
all theſe meete, I had almoſt ſaid, it is a finne without a 
temptation; at leaſt I'will ſay, thcre had need be ſome 

oodand weighty cauſe that muſt divorce us from fo 

weet a con{ort, eſpecially where the quarrell procecds 
unto bloud, when mens lives are brought in queſtion, and 
danger : the ground of ſuch a contention had need be both 
juſt,and momentancons. For as the Lord telleth Noah,in the 
ninth of Geneſcs, Surely the blond of mens lives will he re- 
guire. And againe in the ſame verle; Of every mans bro- 
ther will be require the life of = And the reaſon = 
ew 


32 Ramus Olivz, or, 


may have at the ſixth verſe, Why God is ſo ſtrict an ac- 
countant in matter of bloud ; for sn the image of God made 
be man ((aith the Spirit : ) And in the midſt of all our 
zcale for reformation, (which 1 wiſh may proſper well 
under the ſteerage of truth and charity) we had beſt be 
ſure we have a good warrant from the Lord, c're we take 
upon us todemoliſh theſe Images. 

Yea, I muſt not conceale it, but in the name of the 
Lord, require all men to take notice of it , as they will 
anſwer the contrary at the perill of their ſoules , at that 
great and terrible day of the Lord ; when every drop of 
this bloud, which is, or ſhall be hed in this bufineſſe, will 
be weighed unto the leaſt ſcruple , and be exated unto 
the leaſt mite at our hands. I fay againe, I require all to 
take notice of it, That whoſoever he be, of what condi- 
tion or degree ſocver, that doth voluntarily intereſt him=. 
felfe in the wageing of any warre, cſpzcially on the offcn> 
five part; if the ground of the quarrell be either frivolous 
orunjuſt: nay, if the juſtice and weight thereof benot in 
ſome good meaſure knowne unto him , he is anſwerible 
to God as a murderer ; not onely for thoſe lives which 
ſhall be thercin taken away by his hand, but for every life 
that ſhall be loſt in that warre , which is maintained by 
his aſſiſtance ; for the abettor is liable to the guilt as well 
as the immediate a&our of a crime , and not a man in a 
whole Army but is an abettour, or aſliſtant in every mans 
flaughbter, and every ſach ſlaughter is a murder, where it 
1s not an a of Juſtice : And then I leave it to all men 
'to confider what a lamentable bufineſſe they ſer them= 
felves about, that voluntarily ſerve either in an unjuſt 
warre, or in ſuch a one where the juſtice and weight of 
the cauſe is no way knowne unto them : efpecially I ſay 
where the warre is offenſive. Sith they muſt have every 
-onefo many mens lives to an{wer for, ſomany murders 
-to reckon for unto God, as men ſhall be ſlaine in ſuch a 
waree. AndthisI heartily wiſh mightbe woll conſidered 


ofs 
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of: men would not then goe to warre as to Schoole, or 
make'a trade of ſhedding bloud ; liſting themſelves 
for pay , Without conſideration of the cauſe, or ju- 
ſtice of the quarrell: Oh did they know how much 
they have to an{wer for, or what ſtile their moſt glorious 
enterpriſes (in an unjuſt quarrell) have in the Lords book 
of accounts, that they are but megna latrocinia, Or magua 
homicidia. They would have makes a ſofter bed to ſleep 
on, than many of them finde when they have beene upon 
ſuch a buſineſle. 

This great danger of ſinne in an unjuſt or cauſcleſſe 
warre, ſeemes to be well appreherded by the people of 
God in the holy Scripture , which made them ſo wary 
and cautelous in che undertaking of ſuck a buſineſſe. So 
the people of 1/5ael, we know, when they were upon an 
enterpriſe of warre againſt Benjamin, before they dare ſer 
upen the buſineſſe , they goe and aske counſell at the 
mouth of the Lord ; and that although it were a cleare a&t 
of juſtice in them, for the correRion and puniſhment of 
that ſinne of the Benjawitzs, in countenancing and prote- 
Ring thoſe children of Belsal, that had done that inhu. 
mane a&t upon the Levites wife ; yet they will have their 
commillion from God, for the dilpoling and ordering of 
the batraile: 7«dg. 20.13, And when they had received 
a defeat, they would not ſet upon a ſecond affault, untill 
they were aſſured againe of the Lords approbation : Z#dg. 
20, 23. Andupon a ſecond defeat they ſet upon a third 
enquiry , Shall 1 yet againe goe out to battell againſt the 
children of Benjamin my brother, or ſhall I ceaſe? And this 
was the praQice of holy David, in the 1 Sam. the 23* 
chapter , when he was to goe up againſt the Philiftines, 
that fought againſt Kei/ah, and rifled the threſhing- 
floores ; David dares not goe , untill he had enquired of 
the Lord, ſaying, Shall 7 goe and [mite theſe Philiſtines , 
And the Lord had faid unto him , Goe and ſmite the Phi- 
liſtines, and ſave Keilah. _ the like you may MR 
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this holy Champion of the Lord,in the zo" of the firſt of 
Samuel, at the 8. verſe , when hee was to (et upon the 
' Amalehites , that ſpoyled Ziklag, and had taken away his 
Wives, eAbinoam and eAbigail. So great a provocation 
cannot make David goc,without the Lords warrant upon 
ſo dangerous a worke. Hee goes firſt ro Abiathar the 
Prieſt, and enquireth at the Lord, ſaying , Shall I purſue 
after this troope ? Shall I overtake them ? And hce anſwe- 
red him parſe, for theu ſhalt ſurely overtake them. Yea, 
we know,that wicked Ahab could fo farre yeeld unto the 
wholſome counſell of Feho/baphat , as to enquire of the 
Prophets, before he went againſt Ramorh Gulead to bat- 
tell; and though with ſome relutancy , Micaiab ſhall 
be ſent for too, {though to little purpoſe, while Ahab has 
ted him.) ThedifaffeRtion unto the Miniſter is a topple 
upon the heart, that ſhuts it up againſt that advice,though. 
never ſo wholſome , that he bringeth untothe ſoule. So 
true is that ſaying in a ſpirituall ſenſe , That Opinio de me- 
dico eft egro ſalutaris: And hereby we may judge what 
| good friends they are unto mens ſoules, that goe about to. 
. throw contempt and hatred upon the Miniſtry. But this 
' by the way, yet I wiſh they that paſſe by would take it up. 
' and carry it with them. But that which is for our pur. 
poſe here, is, That wicked Ahab with alittle helpe, wee 
ſee, could acknowledge the neceſſity of asKing countell 
' of the Lord, before the undertaking of a warre,though he 
forgot his duty in following it ; and we know how it fa= 
red with him for bis raſhneſſe. And I could wiſh, that ag 
the advice of Fehoſhaphat was unto Abad , lo my poore 
advice may be ſomewhat more acceptable unto the peo. 
ple of this Land : Engqaire 1 pray you at the word of the 
Lord, before you goe on in ſuch a buſineſle as this ; eſpe- 
cially, That they would learne of Iſrael in that expedition 
of theirs againſt Benjemin,to take ſo-much notice of thoſe 
defeates they receive, as not to proceed againe till they 
be well aCurcd of a warrant from Heaven ;. for all over- 
| | | throwes 
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throwes are not for tryall of mens courage, or reſolution 
to maintaine a good cauſe , as thoſe of 1ſrael were ; But 
many times they are warnings and admonitions from 
God, toadmoniſh us to rake heed how wee proceed any 
farther ina bad one : And iffuch warnings will not pre- 
vaile, at length to pull it out of our hands. 

I darenot ſpend ſo much time, nor encreaſe the bulke 
of this poore Treatiſe ſo much, as to undertake the ſtating 
of the queſticn at large, and to (et downe all thoſe things 
that are neceſſary to inable us to the undertaking of a 
warre: How there muſt not onely be a juſt and neceſſary 
cauſe, but the concurrence ofa good and lawfull authort- 
ty: Thatitisto be undertaken, and maintained by the 
power and command of that Magiſtrate, unto whom the 
Lord hath committed the uſe and cuſtody of the ſword, 
which is the ſupreme governour in every Common« 
wealth, who is the grand ciſterne of all authority, 
which hee receiveth from the prime fountaine of all 
power which is in God, and deriveth ir unto the in- 
feriour Magiſtracie, whether it-be found in ſingle per- 
ſons, or in many united together into one Corporati- 
on or body. As Saint Peter ſeemes to intimate inthat 
cleare precept of obedience which hee, gives to the 
diſperſed Chriſtians throughout Pontw, Galatia, C ap- 
padocia , eAſfia, and Bythinia (which I note to avoyd 
that poore refuge that ſome patrons of diſorder de- 
light perhaps to fly unto , as if God, where hee 
givesrules, or patternes of obedience and ſubjeRion in 
holy Scripture, meant to calculate them onely for that 
kindof government which hee had ſet up amongſt the 
Jewes. Though it it were ſo, I thinke they would be 
weary of ſeeking before they could find out a better, or 
more ſafe platforme for the proſecution or performance 
of all that good which is requiſite to the making up ofthe 
happineſſe of a people, thanthat which the Lord himſelfe 
(ct up amongſt them.) But _ words of S, Peter are un- 
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to Chriſtians, and thoſe of divers and ſeverall Countries, 
Submit your ſelves ((aith hee ) anto every ordinance of man 
for the Lords ſake, whether it be unto the K ing as ſupreme,or 
wnro Governonrs, as nnte them that are ſent by him for the 
puniſhment of evill doers, and for the praiſe of them that do 
well, Where the Apoſtle ſhewes us not onely the ſubor- 
dination, which God hath placed betweene ſubjcRs and 
Magiſtrates, but alſo that which is betweene ſupreme and 
inferiour powers. The inferiour having no power tocom- 
mand, but in vertue and force of the ſupreme, which the 
Apoſtle intimates in the words mwmyducrs ) uns, being 
ſent of him : where the Apoſtle ſeemes clearly to con» 
clude, that inferiour Magiſtrates, as they are rulers of the 
people, |ſo they are bur inſtruments, and ſo SubjeRsto 
be ruled, and moved by the ſupreme power, which is im- 
mediate ander God,ſSo that their aurhority which is re- 
ceivedfr6 him, can have no influence or force npon him, 
or to mannage the ſword without him, much lefle againſt 
him.upon any pretence whatſoever : which makes mee 
wonder at the ſtrange tenet of Parew, which I need not 
naine, ſince it is roo well knewne in the world, but too 
little tried and examined. And if not inferiour Magiſtrates, 
I will not {ay,(much leſle avy other )for all I conceive are 
alike in this matter, that are below the Soveraigne Autho- 
rity. And how then ſhall any man make a juſt warre againſt 
him, if no man can make a juſt warre withour him? or 
are wee in donbe who is the Supreme Governour ; the 
Scripture clearly ſuppoſeth the King, in that place of Pe- 
ger before cited,and Scripture ſuppoſitions are better than 
humane obſcrvations: or if this will not ſerve, becauſe 
England is nct named in that Epiſtle of Saint Peter, yet 
we have the matter cleared by AR of Parliament, and I 
hope that isauthenticall with us. Looke uponthe oatheg 
of Allegiance and ſupremacie, and ſee who it isthat 
weares the ſtile of the onely Supreme Governour 
of all theſe Realmes, Oh thoſe oathes 1 I would to 
God they were thought on : (So Help mee God.) Oh 
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it is a ſtrong engagement, and if any' thing be done 
contrary to this Bond , how can men look for Gods helpe 
inſuch a buſineſſe, the very undertaking whereof, and 
every ſtep forward inthe motion is a ſeverall renouncin! 

of his helpe ? Let me remember you here of what Maſtet 
Byfield hath in his Commentary upon the firſt Epiſtle of 
S. Peter, explicating theſe words in the ſecond chapter , 
&; \aphyern , as to the Supreme, or Superiour ; Thu ſhould 
confirme ((aith he) every good ſubjett ts acknowledge and 
maintaine the Kings Supremacy, and willengly ro binde bien « 
ſelfe thereunto by oath ; for the oath of Supremacy # the 
bond of this ſubjeftion , and thi oath men muſt take without 
equivocation, mental evaſion, or ſecret reſervation: Tea, it 
ſhould binde in them the ſame reſolation that was in Saint 


Bernard , who faith thus: If all the world wonld conſpire Berndd, Epoſt, 
againſt me to make me complot any thing againſt the Kings '7% 


Majeſtie, yet I would fear: God, and. not dare to offend the 
K ing, ordained of God, And it muſt be confeſt , that hee 
that is fapreme in matter of Magiſtracy, muſt alſo be ſu- 
preme in the uſe and cuſtody of the Sword, for that is 
committed by God unto the publike Magiſtrate , and is 
not to be wreſted out of his hand ; for he it is that beareth 


not the Sword in vaine. But ſome 1 doubt will thinke I Rom, 1 3. 4- 


have ſaid roo much of this ſubjeR : And I for my part do 
thinke that ſome have done too much againſt this truth ; 
and their offence, (which I am (orry for ) muſt be my de. 
fence. I might adde here one more: condition neceffary 
to a lawfull warre, that it ought to be prochiimed before 
- itbeundertaken ; that the defendant may have opportu- 
nity toremove the cauſe where ir is juſt, or to cleare it 
where it is but pretended or unjuſt, for the prevention of 
bloud : which will be for the condemnation of ſuch a 
warre, which is not onely not proclaimed beforchand,but 
denyed in the very enterprize and progrefſe-of it ; when 
men ſhalbſay,they fight for him whom they ſhoor ati A 
range equivocation, I thinke uaheard of _ our 
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dayes, and that that were indeedenough to put men into 
a great doubt about that queſtion which Plate propo- 
ſed unto our Saviour, what & Truth? and to makethem 
deſire ſome new diſcovery of the nature of it, had not the 
Canons and Ordinances ſtated the queſtion more plainly, 
and proclaimed that oppoſition, which is otherwiſe de- 
nied. But a principall thing to be look'c at is the cauſe of 
the quarrell. And if this be faulty, nothing elſe can make 
it good. And what ſhall I ſay for the cauſe of this warre? 
Ihave two good pleas for my filence here. one, that I am 
not willing to exaſperate, where I come to compoſe and 
reconcile. W hat ever it be,my humble defire is, it may be 
forgotten on both ſides, (o farre as concernes this quar- 
rell, and therefore I ſhall forbcare now to deale more 
particularly,and wiſh I may havenocauſe to ſpeake more 
plainly hereafter. Another excuſe I have too, and that an 
unanſwerable one, (for oughtTI know ) I neither know 
well, nor know where to be informed, what the prize is 
of this great maſtery: it is a contention of ſo ſtrange a na- 
ture,that our very language is faine tobe corrupted to di- 
ſtinguiſh it, and wee arc yet to learne in our Engliſh 
tongue, what is meant by the King, or what by the Pariia- 
ment. What is the Parliament? wee can hardly tell whe- 
ther it ſignifies the place of fitting, or the members, or 
whether the ſmaller, or the greater number of them: and 
if the greater number, then it is thoughreit will be found 
to be there where the ſtile is not ſo boaſted, even on the 
Kings ſide and then wee may know who is for King and 
Parliament. 

And for Your Majeſty, I could ſcarce tell where 
to looke for You in the buſineſſe, were You not more vi- 
ſible in Your-Perſon,thanin Your Title, The ſafety , and 
honour of the King: the true Proteſtant Religion : the 
Lawes ofthe Kingdome : the liberty of the Subje&, and 
Priviledges of Parliament, take up all the quarrell, if men 
deale ſincerely; and yetare both aſſerted by both _— 
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and if both drive at theſame 'conclufidn, why ould you 
goe to prove ir by ſuch quarrelſome premufſes ? 1s it nor 
picty that facha bloudy diſpute ſhould be maintained de 
lans caprind, or upon a queſtion affirmed'both by <_— 
nent and defendant ,. were bur the termes: rightly - 
ſtood ? Bur' perhaps there is:great diffcrence-in the'nn-= 
derſtanding of the queſtion ? And though they agree in 
termes, they differ in the ſenſe. Wecll, be it (o, (as I con» 
teſſe I thinke it is;) my prayer is, that the Lord ofall cruth 
would grant a right underſtanding on both ſides, and that 
might be a ſpeedy end of the buſineſſe,in the want where= 
of the quarrell may ſceme to have begun. Vle ſay. no 
more , but onely adviſe all choſe that have put their fin- 
gers into this fire, To conſider well and ſeriouſly what 
they do, To abſtraRt themſelves fincerely from all world= 
ly ends, and all Em contrivances whatſoever, andto 
aske counſel of the pure Word of God; and not to ac« 
cept or rejeR that which is to be the rule of all things, ag 
it whe eo, or difagrees from our ſecular defignes. Sith 
Feroboams golden Calves, and Herod; Infant-maſſacre 
may wnſtra&t them, that religion and 'policy goe not ul- 
wayes together ; though in truth religion be the beſt po« 
licy. That they accept of no warrant as authentical), to 
enable them to goec on in this oppoſition , but what they 
have , or ſhall receive under the Lords hand, cither by 
precept,permiſſion, or preſident out of Gods Word, And 
thar they un not infallibility in any humane creatures, 
whether ingle by themſelves, or aſſembled together, re« 
membring that it is not their determination, but the rule 
of Gods Word, whereby we muſt ſtand or fall, That 
they forget not that the greateſt aſſemblies of the wiſeſt 
creatures upon earth have beene ſubjeR to errours, 

That they would not ſet ſuch a blemiſh upon the cot- 
ſticution of this Kingdome, as if it were of ſuch a nature 
as had no rule 1n Scripture. a4 

To diſtinguiſh berweene rare _ extraordinary o_ 
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that wane Dandaget by! ſpeciall.cpmianflianfrom God. ; 


tho patiernes aqhar are canfirived by knawne and 


and 
geverall rules iv divine Writ,and which _ through the 


whole coonſe- of Scripture, that not ſayle by 
Pha n Wietenrs, nor make extrapudinery Comets 
their Joad-ſiarres, bitt that they yee}d moto thag efcare and 
ganſtant light and dirc&ion 5 which is ſet downe in the 
frequent patternes and dictates of. the Ward. That they 
doe nog make obſcure Commentaries of humane wiſdome 
upan the eltare Text, that they dae not rely roo much ups 
an Applications, that ſome are; pleaſed to make of im. 
pertiuent Texts ;: nor be fo [carehill of a ſhadow, as to be- 
leeve that they are curſed in the curſe of Aeroz, if they 
doe not fight for their fancies , becauſe they ſtile ir the 
belpe of the Lord agaioft tbe. mighty ; bur rhar they ra- 
ther trewble at chat. judgement or damnarion;, whereby 
S' Pant guards the authority even of wicked Nero fiom 
xeliſtance.That rhey remember that the Lords casſe is beſt 
defended and affcrted by the Lards wayes; and that Wee 
waſh vor doe tvdl ther:gaod may come: That if they attempt 
any thing witbducthe word of cammand, from tbat great 
General] ofall Armies; the Lond of Hoſts, though rbey 
ſhould gaine never fo much victory on the Lords ſide, 
their reward: may be but like that of * Bratws his ſanze, 
when he gota wary ithout a commund« 1. 

; -Fhat: thoy-ſuffcr not that Libertine .of the fleſh to take 
upan her to: be ſo.petulant, as to give ſentence inthe mat»: 
ter ; or to call that ſlavery which the Spirit calls dury ; 
and-which-that maſter requires of us, whoſe;ſervices per= 

felt freedome. ; 

- That they canſider what.cver bonds the Lord puts up- 
on us, are gelden chaines,. not 5rvww manacles ; that have 
mare of ornement and glory, than reſtraint: and that it is 
better to:be the Lords. ſave, than ta be a.free-man of the 
world, Magnum eſt eſſe captivum Des, It ts a great mat« 
ter tabe the prifener of the Lord; it was that glorious Ho 
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which Saint Pai: doch fo boalt3oMr Thar Gil neyer comm 
fines us butito our owne.good« that tHcy remember that. 
that power that is /er' next ander God by himp, is to be &-- 
beyed next wnder God by ws 1 Andthat' inthe worſt caſe 
we can pretend ; He chat hath forbidden x toiobry aw ime, 
pions command ; likes well that we foentd ſuffer tre 4 
canſe. 'And that they doe not take away fo: much glory 
from the Martyrs, that {aid downe their lives for the cauſe 
of Chriſt,as to thinke they did it out of cowardiſe or weak» 
eſſe, more than conſcience and /abwiſſion to the ordinance 
of G»d; for what could they feare;it they feared not death 
and torments? And theſe would have heene:more hongu- 
rable in the eye of the world, and lefle irketfome unte 
them; had they upon the greateſt difadvantages expoſed 
themſelves unto the tryall of a warre » and what diſed- 
vatitage could ſaeme any unto :them that had the Lord. on. 
their-(ide, had they'but had his warrant! for a reſiſtances 
Might they not as well have hoped for his afliſtancein + 
warre againſt the greateſt ſtrength that could oppoſe 
them , 2s for his ſupportance. in the gromeek afflictions 
and tryals-that c befall them? 'Hath'not the fame 
God promiſed both untothis ſervants? That they be fot 
too ſecure of that corrupt inclination that 1s in man;not ts 
be content with that ſtation, & choſe bounds which God 
hath ſer and circumſcribed him in, That this /gnavar 
es, this lazy afſe of onr fleſh is too caſily perſwaded, that, 
the lighteſt burden is roo hexvy;; and that, as a judicions 
Writer well obſerves., There 1 ſcarce any thing more fas 
cile than to perſwade a people they are not well governed. 
That they doe not rake every novelty for a mcicles _ 
folly incident to the impatience of diſtempered mindes, 
as well as to that of diſeaſed bodies: Proprinm eft agri 
(ith Lipfiwe) nibil din pats, && mutationibus wt ate + 
ts, It is incident to ficke men (as well inminde,as in bo« 
dy) not to like or endure any thing long, and fooliſhly to 
thinke every change a re A Thac they remember that 
2 , a Warre 


42. -\RanwsOliyz,; or, + cz; 


awarremuſt 
ding of mensbloud is matter of liberty : -that' it. muſt 
needs beafinne, where it ts not a duty. 
To conclude; that' they do not judge of the cauſe by 
- the multitude': \God wee, know hath giyen us a caution 
for that, Thew ſoalt not follow a multitude th doe evil, And 
where the Lord gives caution there is alwayes ſome dan» 
ger: nor by the quality or condition of ſome perſons, by 
whom it is mannaged. Well meaning men through mi- 


ſtakes may be involved in a bad buſinefle ſometimes, as 


good: Fehoſhaphat in the twatre againſt Remorh Gilead, 
1 King.23.29.thobgh God many times meets with them 
ſharply for it,as he did with Fehobaphat there, 2 Chron. 
19. There was wratb.upon hins from the Lord, and there« 
fore they had beſt take heed what they doe, thoagh the 


know their heartsotherwitc to-be never ſo right towards 
. God, And wee had beſt take heed how we - follow them 


- too confidently. 
; Andonthe other fide,bad men are ſometimes ative in a 


' good cauſe, as wicked. Foab inthe bartailes of holy David. 
; Andiif wee take afurvay of his forces, that weeread of in 
\ the 23" of the firft of Samuel, wee ſhall not want ſome 


' ground of fiſpition,. to make us doubt that they were not 
all of the better fort of people, ſince it conſiſted for a ys 
part; as it feemes, of broken debtors, and diſcontente pere 
 fons, that gathered themſelves unto him, and hee. became 
 Captaine over them.Men may perhaps be wicked enough, 
and yet notſo wicked as to forſake every good cauſe, 
Balaam was bad enough, yet would he not be perſwaded 
to curſe Ifrael. A Papilt (if not Feſuited though he be ſub 
jeato-molt grofie hereſies, yet he may make a conſcience 
of fome-one Commandement, ag of yeelding-alYegeance 
to his Prinee,or the like. Neither do I know any reaſon 
why hee ſhould be forbidden to-do one duty, becauſe hee 
will.not do the relt, or why any ſhould be bound to re- 
fuſethat, which they by Gods Law and Conſcience are 


/eirtier be neceflary; artmlawfull,: that ſhed- * 


bound 
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bound to'offer : andthe like wee-may:fay of other fin« 
ners : Bat there had need be good caution not to fffer 
notorious offenders to part unpuniſhed, - left they prove 
Achans unto the relt of the Army,though the fide or cauſe 
be never ſo right, or good. But indeed if the matter 
ſhoald be judged of by this onely, I confeſſe I could ſcarce 
tell which ſide to take to ; for unleſſe reports be very 
falſe, all are not innocent on either ſide, However perhaps 
one fide may pretend more than another; yet I feare that 
ſwearing, and drinking, and other notorious offences, are 
too too frequent in both the Armies. And this if there 
be not the more care taken, and if God be not the more 
merciful], may diuert a bleſſing from the beſt worke they 
goe about,eſpecially if they ſhould be any way tolerated 
and countenanced, whileſt they ſhoot more oathes againſt 
God , than they do bullets againſt their enemies, they 
may fight more againſt themſelves with their finnes, than 
againſt their foes withtheir weapons. And let mee be bold 
te tell them, on which ſide ever they are : the goodneſſe, 
or jultice of the cauſe they defend, will not deliver them 
from the wrath of God,if they do not reforme their lives, 
and converſations. But however theſe are no fit meaſures 
to judge of this contention by ; if you will judgearight, 
you mult leave out all theſe by-reſpeAs, and ſee how the 
thing it ſelfe looketh in the glaſſe of the Law of God. 
There are two things yet behind to be conſidered of: 
x. The unlikelihood of good to be obtained by the quar- 
rell: contentionsare alwayes on the worſer fade of them- 
ſelves, they have no ſtocke of their owne to gaine credit 
with ſober minds, if they have any, it is borrowed from 
ſome advantage expeRed either in the progreſle, or at 
leaſt in the end of the difference. And good care muſt 
be taken that they be not fo unthrifty, as to make 'the ex- 
pence more than the revenue. Neither is every thing 
that men call good, a conſiderable purchaſe at ſo deare a 
price. For | hope by ths time = haye learnt by the wad 
3 0 
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of it, nor to hokd peace for the meanieſt of all bleſſings : 
and'I hope roo by this time we have felt by the ſenſe of it, 
not to hold warre ar leaſt inteſtine, to be the leaſt of all 
evils, Iam ſure they are enterpriſesof ſuch a nature , that 
no man comes off a meere ſaver from them. / 
"Butt I confefſe I ſee faire prizes ſet up,but if there ſhould 
be none but blanks in the Boxe now, the venurers are like 
to buy nothing but wiſedome,to teachrhem to take heed 
of ſach a lottery hereafter. How faire ſoever the havens 
are _ are bound for, itit be found notrobe the right 
rode, they may wiſhthey had .gever hoyſed their fayles. 
Let the good be never fo great*or manifold, which you 
have ſet before you in this preſent attempt : be it Peace, 
Religion, Liberty, or what you will; yet if this prove not 
alikely meanes to attaine unto fuch ends, they that have 
begun the warre, or proceed offenſively in it will have 
preat cauſe to defire they had beene aſleepein a lethargy, 
when they awaked unto ſach an enterprize. © X 
And which of theſe, I beſeech yon, can you promiſe, 
or hope, withont vaine confidence to be abtained by this 
way ? Is it peace you ayme at ? rake heed -you hunt not 
counter then, for what courſe can be more oppoſite imrs 
this than warre? this is no ſemblable way nnto peace, ci- 
ther in Church or Common-wealth, For the former I ap+ 
peale unto theexperiments already extant in thoſe mani- 
fold increaſed ſchifmes and diviſions, whereby this poore 
Church of ours is daily torne and diſtracted, andthe my - 
Ricall body of Chrif v/ounded on all fides; the poore 
weather - beaten veſſel that wee are in is driven with the 
 ftormes and tempeſts hereby raiſed, and foſtered, and is 
even almoſt in the ſame hazard that S' Pauls ſhip was in 
the 25" of the As, daſhed and beaten to pieces by the 
violence of more than two contrary ſeas : and if there 
be not ſome timely courſe taken for the laying of theſe 
winds, or pulling downethe fayles, it's danger wee ſhall 
beleftere long to the like mnſerable ſhift they were then 
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in, cvento ave our ſelves.and get to ſhore if we can wpon 
the broken pieces of the ſhip. 

And for the peace of the State , how unlikely it is tg 
hold without that of the Church, the view of all Hiſto= 
rics will enformeus. The pallions of the ſoule will brecd 
diftkempers in the body : where hearts are divided afun- 
der in ſpirituall intereſts,there bodics will not be alwayes 
in embraces. If the ſpring of peace be out of arder , the 
reſt of the wheeles will ne're goe right : And though, we 
ſhould. forget that dependance thar is betweene ſpiritual 
unity, and politique or cyl concord ; yet we can hardly 
finde how this latrer ſhatfd grow , or proſper of it (clte 
alone, out of the midit of theſe flames of warre ,- neither 
out of thoſe aſhes which they ſhall leave behinde them 3 
for cither it will end in the alteration of the State, or elſe 
© will leave things, where they were before, under the 
wing of thathappy Monarchy,which hath beene folong 
proſperous to the Kingdome. tf the former, let everyman 
judge what peace we are like to have upon ſuch terines, 
while there 1s ſo much royall bloud to boyle at it; (and 
curſed be that heart that wiſheth ir lefſe than it is.) And 
is thaieany likelyhood that ſo many noble ſpirits will fie 
downe by the lofle of fo great an inheritance? bur I hape 
this is in vaine. I have neither pleaſure, nor necd 1 truſt 
to dwell long upon-ſuch a ſubjet. Let no' man bee fo 
wicked to thinke of rhis, forno-man can-likely be fo foo- 
liſh as to hope for rhis. : | 

Well then, ſhall the State be left as it was, .under the 
fame forme and rules of government as heretofore ? It is 
the vote Ithinke of all good and wiſe men, ie were a very 
unthankfull foily ro humour the. wantonnefle. of our aps 
petites, ſo-much as to forſake a diet for curioſity ,. with 
which our body hath fo well thrived. And ifthe govern» 
ment of the State conrinue as it is, 1 beſeech you conſider 
how hkely a way it is t& procure peace, cither in this, or 
m after ages ; totake off that yoke from the: unruly _ 
rituge, 
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titude, by which or none, they are likely to be ſwayed. 
Toteach them to trample under their feet thoſe reynes of 
government which ſhould ſteere them, andkeepe them 
intheir right and peaceable motions, to let them learne 
to take Armes againſt their owne-chiefe Commander, and 
to batter downe that Throne, which God hath ſet over 
them,by moſt uncivill,and illegall mutinies. Surcly wee 
may even tremble to thinke, what patternes of diſtur= 
bance,may be taken out hence hereafter, unle(ſe wee can 
learne our old leflon againe, which wee have too ma« 
giſterially forgotten, to reverence and gbey our. King as 
Gods Subſtitute, and to make the knowne Lawes of the 
Kingdome, the bounds, and rules of our operations, Eve- 
ry ambitious Tumour of popular ſpirits, or .melancholy 
murmure of diſcontented perſons; that can but guild over 
their private end, with the falſe face of ſome publike gric= 
vance,will be ready on all occaſions to ſetall in an uproare: 
a diſcaſe the Common-wealth is not like often to be ſicke 
of. The beſt way to keepe out grudges and contentions, 
is to keepe the people to their certaine rules, and not to 
teach them to make doubts and exceptions. If you once 
ſuffer them to grow fond of variety, you cannot tell mee 
nor they themſelves, how many courſes will content 
their appetites, nor at what rate they will purchaſe the 
pleaſure of their palates. I am ſure ſuch longing after 
variety, isnot likely to conſiſt with unity. 

What then ? is it liberty that muſt be the purchaſe? It's 
worth the having I confefle, and yet I can tell you a rea- 
ſonable portion may ſatisfic a Chriſtian remper : and yet 
this may be bought at toodeare a rate too, they that pay 
peace for liberty, do as it were,ſell their ſtocke to enlarge 
their field-roome; they weaken the foundation ro widen 
the building;or diſjoynt the fabricke,to make the cham- 
ber the more ſpacious: but whilſt we improve our houſe- 
roome by ſuch breaches, we had not need to be too ſecure, 
that we do not with any new fantaſticall trickes or con- 
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trivances, pull 2 good old houſe upon our heads. © 
But alas, we miſtake ourchaſe : licentiouſnefle may be 
gotten, and is I confefſe the unhappy purchaſe of too too 
many in this merchandiſe ; But for the true liberty of the 
ſubjeRs, how this is like to thrive in a civill warre, let Ger- 
many tell you,let England already tell you; Ex pede Her- 
culem, you may gueſſe at what is behinde by that which 
hath already beene done ; It is like to ſet things at ſuch a 
liberty, that no man ſhall be ſure of his owne lite or eſtate. 
But Religion, Religion, that is inſtead of all ; I confeſle, 


All that a man hath ſhould hee give for this life: And yet Tg-4.4. 


this title is a velvet maske, that is too often uſed to cover 
a deformed face ; and it is vilely ſuſpeRed of ſuch an em- 
ployment here : or if the ayme at it be fincere,it were well 
1t were reſolved what itis amongſt them themſelves that 
make it their banner but ſhould their ſpeed be never fo 
anſwerable to their deſires, they that looke upon thoſe 
contrary apprehenſionsthat are among(t them , will have 
little reaſon to-beleeve that there will be the end of the 
quarrell; but that the contentions will berenewed even 
among(tthemſelves, when they came to divide the prize, 
and fo the end of one mi{chiefe to.become the beginning 
of another. 

But is this the way that God hath taught us, to ſettle 
or reforme Religion amonglt a people ? Surely if that be 
no elogie or approbatien, as I am {ure it is not, but rather 
a heavy reproote and condemnation, which the Lord layes 
to the charge of the people , that They built up Sion with 
bloud:and Hieruſalem with iniquity, Mie.z.to. And if that 
;rule be a good one, which the Maſter of all Trath and of 
all Reljgion gives his Difciples, that The Son of man came 
not to deſtroy mens lives but toſave them: Lnk.g.56, 

Or, if the practice of Chriſt and the Apoſtles be fit pat» 
ternes for us to walke by., we ſhall finde little warrant.to 
fet upon this worke of reforming the Church by fire and 
ſword, The weapon: of onr warfare ( ſaiththe Apoltle) 

; G 
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are not carnall : This is to be done not with threats and 
bloud , bur with prayers and teares, that ancient Armory 
of the Church of Chriſt. This enterpriſe is to be brought 
about, not by forcing of mens bodies, bur by the ſubduing 
of ſoules, which are to be awed by the fword of the Spi- 
rit, which isthe Word of God. Theſe carnall firatagems 
if they overcome any in this kinde, it may bring ſome 
flaves perhaps, bur not many ſervants unto God , unlefle 
they could hereby lay hold upon the will and the conſci- 
ence. The word, the word, this is that weapon that pier. 
ceth unto the dividing of ſoule and ſpirit, and diſcovereth- 
the hidden thonghts y the heart, and bringeth into captivi- 
ry every. theught to the obedience of (hrift. Oh lay downe 
than I beſeech you your ſwords and ſpeares , and 
doe not diſparage the power of Gods truth, fo much asto 
thinke it ſtands in need of ſach outward helpes ; efpecial- 
ly, let us not goe to fo deare a market for theſe Jewells, 
when wee may have them at a farre caſter rate; which 
leades me to the offer of the laſt Conſideration: The faire 
2 and paſſages that the Lord hath yer left open for a 
ppy complyance and re-union : In this I ſhall endea- 
vour not to ſpend too-much time , I know who they are 
that have the mannaging of this matter ; and it may be 
eaſily imagined bow little need they have of my counſell, 
Yet let me crave pardon for a word or two , and obtaine 
your pardon,if my zeale to =_ ſet me alittle beyond the 
bounds of modeſty and wifdome, 

1. Is it not abetter and ſarer way to peace,if you would 
pleaſe to lay downe your Armes on both ſides, or joyne 
them together for a better purpoſe? If the ſpirit of Jea- 
lonfic have ſo farre poſſeſi this Kingdome , that neither 
King nor ſubjeR dare traſt one another, (which God -de- 
fend) for how then ſhall we live 7 yet your great wiſe- 
domes are not likely to be wanting in ſome wayes that 
may give ſecurity on both fides, I befeech you pardon if I 
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unto Your Majeſtic for ſecuring of Your royall Perſon, and for the 
prevention,and diſcountenance of all attempts of force , that may 
offer the lealt ſhew of violence , or reſtraint to that Royall free= 

dome and priviledge which belongs unto Your Majeſty in the paſ- 

ſing Bills and Acts of Parliament. And that there be ſome ſtrict 

courſe taken for the preyention of all tumults, the condemning of 
ſeditious Pamphlets, and Sermons, with a due puniſhment of the 

Authours: 

And that on the other ſide, Your Majeſty may be pleaſed to give 
ſuch aſſurance as ſhall be thought fit unto the Houſes. 

May not Armes be thus laid downe, and Your Majeſtic, and 
the Houſes be made up againe ? 

2. Will not the liberty of Subjefts, and priviledges of Parlia- 
ments be better ſecured, by reſtoring the force, and knowne power 
” = Lawes on which they are built, than by expoſing all to the 

word ? 

3. May not religion be ſettled better by a faire and free diſcufli- 
on of a Synod of learned and pious Divines (as hath beene offered ) 
ſo that it be duly and freely Sotncnd managed.;then by the blind 
moderation ofthe ſword ? 

4. For the puniſhment of Delinquents, is 1t not better that ſome 

tares ſhould grow till harveſt,than that ſach a deale of good 'wheat 
ſhould be pulled up , as is like to be in the deſtration of ſo many 
innocents, whoſe hives are in queſtion'in this warre'? or may not 
the cenſure of thoſe that have offended, be left toa coole,and ma- 
ture deliberation, ſuch as becommerh a matter of juſtice,and mens 
lives, when Your Majeſty, andthe Parliament ſhall be united to+ 

ether ? 
n Or is ic not better that ſome ill members ſhould.be borne with 
for atime, than for the cutting ofthem off, the whole body ſhould 
be endangered as it is? and were it not much more to be deſired, 
that our eſtates ſhould even be exhauſted for the a of 
all debrs which are contractedin this bufineſſe, than that the lives 
of the Kingdome ſhould be'ſer at ſtake in ir, or that bonds for mo< 
ney ſhoul be cancelled with bloud ? 

Oh ! let theſe, and fach other conſiderations, as your greater wil- 
domes ſhall offer T7 with yau, to joyne your p_ | 
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and hearts with one another againe; that the ſadnefſe of this mour- 
ning land, may be turned into joy againe ; and that the drooping 
hearts of the diſcouraged people may be revived as it were into 
a new life thereby, that our ſinking veſſels may be boyed np as 
gaine, and thoſe _—_— breaches in'the walls of this Nation 
may be repaired, a 

ople theretn. 

Oh! there's no ſafety, no comfort in the proceeding : nothing 
but comfort in the ſurceaſing of the quarrel], millions of hearts will 
dance for joy at it : if any droope, it will be the hearts of our e- 
nemies, whoſe wicked purpoſes ſhall be hereby defeated & over- 
throwne,who ſhall hereby be turned back with their noſes in ther 
boſomes, with'that motto of the Pſalmiſt,as it were written upon 


grow firme againe, to.the fecurity of all the 


ther backs 
| ' 2v"72 M9 bn 
Platz. They imagined a miſchievous device which they are not able to pers 


orme. 

And now it comes into-my minde, give me leave to tell you 
my thought : it was not long before this unhappy difference fell 
-oat ( if 1'miſtake not) that there was a rumour of a plot and 
_ that was in hand amongſt the Papiſts ; farre beyond that 

the 


Gun-powder-treaſon , which was to be aſliſted with their 


prayers: 'And truly Ifee not, bur we may well imagine the ve+ 
ry contrivance of this unhappy diviſion to be the buſineſle, which 
1s indeed almoſt ay bad as wee can imagine, as like the diveli as 
-his'owne child,.: A ſtratagem worthy of a Jeſuiticall braine : and 
this conceipt Ricks thecloſer unto mee, becauſe I ſee them ative 
on both ſides'in the:quarrell, an evident ſtgne , mee thinkes , that 
they looke for ſome advantage -by the continuance of thewar 
and though irbe the {malleſt 'of ten thoufand morives, it were 
þ n= had ſoſecretly.laid,and ſo finely woven for our ruine, which 
they are like todo if you be reconciled,for divide & impers,is their 
principall impreſe for the reduftion of Englandto the Pope: defeat 
them of this,andtheir Achilles isoverthrowne:or will you be their 


b me thinks,to makeanend of this difference, even the very 
t wee ſhall haveta ſee them rumble inthat toyle,or net which 
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inſt:uments for your own ruine,and let them ſtand aloofeand laugh 
at it ? 

Oh TI beſcech you difappointthem of their hopes, & at once deli- 
ver us out of our feares,that we may yet praiſe God for the happt- 
elt Parliament that ever fare together inthis Kingdome ; that wee 
may give him the glory of ſogreat a deliverance;andthat the ene- 
mies of God and his Church may be aſhamed & confounded when 
they ſhall ſee the Lord to be ſti'l on our (ide : That there # no en« 


chantment againſt Facob, neither any divination againſt the Iſrael 1. 232 


of the Lord. That when they ſhall ſee ſo many experiments of 2z. 
Gods ſettled and conſtant favour toward us, they may remember 
themſelves, and be turned untothe Lord; when « th (hall ſee that 
neither ſecret plots, nor __ aſſaults, neither invaſions from a- 
broad, nor inteltine diſcords,can proceed fo farreas to become the 
ruine of thoſe whom God intendeth to preſerve. If I ſhall returne 
aſhamed from this my requeſt, have two things left for me to 
do: The firſt,to betake my ſelfe in my prayers unto God, that it may 
pleaſe him-by ſome wonder or other, if it be his bleſſed will, to 
quench this flame, Tread inthe Hiſtory of this our Nation, that in 
the time of =_ Henry 8.1nthat Rebellion of the Holy Pilgrims,as 
they were tiled, began upon pretences not much unlike thoſe, that 
have been the colours of this preſent difſention, being painted over 
with the ſpecious ſhew of Reformation of the (hurch ; when the 
heat of the diſcord hadproceeded fo farre , that two Armies were 
ready pitched in the field,to have made a bloudy tryall of the mat- 
ter, when all other hope of reconcilement was even gone, God 
himſelfe became the dayes-man in the quarrell;for in the night be- 
fore the Armies intended their encounter, a little brooke running 
betwixt them,(very unlikely to have carried water ſufficient tothe 
quenching of ſo great a fire, ſince the day beforeit might have been 
paſſed over(as is related) with a dry foot) by the wonderfull pro» 
vidence of God, was fo ſuddenly ſwelled up with the violence of 
ſhowers, that the floud of that ſmall channell became the ſtickler 
of that dire contention. The Armies being thereby prevented of 
their intended meeting in war, that they might meet in peace;and 
fo God by a ſeparation brought forth a compoſition, & by an inun- 
gation of water prevented one of bloud : which admonitian. of 
G3 t peace 
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peace from Heaven was ſo well apprehended, that upon promiſe 
of y”_ the Rebells left the field, and fo the quarrell was at an 
end. It is not for any of us to preſcribe unto God,it js fit we ſhould 
leave him to be the free diſpoſer of his free mercy. But oh that it 
might pleaſe him,it it be his bleſſed will,(if nothing elſe will ſerve) 
to take the matter into his umpirage, and by ſome way belt ſor- 
ting with his pleaſure & wiſdome, to put an end unto this unhappy 
difference, whether with,or without our conſents ; and indeed our 
greateſt, yea our only hope muſt be in him; for this miſchiefe which 
18 now upon us ; it is like that fire in the time of Commodwe the 
Emperour,in Herodian,which fell out in the Temple of peace, which 
could not be put out by any earthly meanes that could be uſed, un- 
till there fell powres from Heaven to quench it,it is only the ſhowre 
of Gods mercy from Heaven that can be prevalent to rhe quench. 
ing of this flame. And therefore my advice unto all good men,as 
that which is carefully to be look*r after, ſhall be that of the Pro 


E,62.6,7. phet, in the 62:0f 1/aiah , Tee that make mention-of the Lord T's 


not filence, and give him no reſt till he Cy and till he make Fe« 
vuſalew a prayſe inthe earth, Though all other cares ſhould be 
deafe to us, yet the Lords eares may be open. 

The ſecond thing I have to doe, is, That if our finnes are ſo 
loud, thar neither God nor man will heare us in this ſuit; than to 
adviſe all men to be wary and wiſe, to be ſare to keep themſelves 
on the right fide, to remember their duties unto the Subſtituce of 
God; and if their hands muſt needes be lifred up, to take heed 
whom they lift it againſt. | 

Give mece leave to ſet before youa patterne or two, and deſire 
you to take your choyce which you will follow. 

Onthe one fide I will ſet you Sheba the ſonne of Bichri (2 Sam. 
20. )there he is raiſing of a party againſt his Soveraign,& _— 
forth into thar'ſeditious proclamation, We have no pert in David, 
weither have wee inheritance in the Sonne of Jeſſe, every man to hu 

' Temts O Iſracl, 

And give me leave to obſ{crve unto you the ground upon which 
that ſedition was raiſed, and leave you to make the parallell, The 
quarrell was begun between Judah & Iſracl, about that queſtion 


which had the greateſt intereſt intheir King, The menof Judab we 
| taxe 
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taxed by Iſracl for ſtealing the King away from them,andthe ſtrife 
was about bringing the King back, you may ſcethis ground of the 
buſineſſce inthe 2" of Sam.19.41,&c, And behold all the men of If 
rael came to the K ing ,and [aid unto the K ing why have our brethren, 
the men of Fudah ſtoln: thee away and have brought the King and his 
houſhrld,and all Davids men over Fordan? ec. We have ren parts in 
. the King,and we bave alſo more right in David than yee. Why then 
did yee deſpiſe ma that our advice ſhould not be firſt had in bringing 
backe our King? 

W hen this ſparke was once kindled,there wants not one to blougs 
itinto a flame, and from the ſtrife about their King, under colour 
of their affection, Sheba hath the $kill to (er up a ſtrife againſt the 
King,cvena palpable rebellion- A ſtrange art thatthe Devill hath 
in ſetting forward miſchictes of this nature. And herein, as his uſe 
is,he walkes couiter unto God, for as Gods practiſe 1s to bring 
goodout of evill; So it is the devils to bring evill out of good. And 
you may note here how one trouble ſucceeded another, this of 
Sheba, that of Abſalom. 

Set this patterne by you on the one (ide,and obſcrve it well. Here 
is Shebaand his party in armes againſt a good anda gracious King. 

On the other fide, I will ſet you David in his demeanour tos 
wards Sant: Saul was a mad, wicked, oppreſling tyrant, rejected 
before by God himſelte from the Kingdome. David, a man after 
Gods owne heart,annoynted as well as Sax/,and yet notwithſtan- 
ding,when he bad S2»in his power two ſeverall times,once in the 
1 Sam. 24, Andagain, i Sam 26. And was incited earneſtlyto lift up- 
his hand againſt him, yet dares not doic,bur declares his abhomina- 
tion of ſo greata ſin:The Lord forbid, Haith he ) that I honid do this 
thing unto my Maſter the Lords anointed, to ftretch forth my hand a= 
gainſt him ſoring he ts the anointed of the Lord, So David ftayed his 
fervants with theſe wordi, and ſuffered them not to riſe againſt Sant, 
1 Sam. 24.6,7. Secthelike Ch. 26.9. Judge you now which of 
theſe two patternes comes neereſt unto the buſineſle in band, and 
let your conſciences tell yon which is fitteſt tobe followed. 

I could here ſet before you too the patterne of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles,and of the ancient Chriſtians in their ſubmiſſion unto the 
moſt wicked Perſecutors ; but our Diamond hath no need of ſuch 
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I could ſhew you a Pax! condemning himſelfe , and putting 
himſelfe even to open ſhame, for ſpeaking but an ill word againſt 
an unjuſt Ruler, 

I might bring divers rules out of the Word of God, whereof 

ſome are before mentioned, 
. I mightbring you the Doctrine of our owne Church, ſet forth 
in the Homllics againſt Rebellion. 
The opinion of the Fathers of the Ancient Church : or if they 
are of no credit with us , the judgement of our owne Divines in 


«later times, as M* Dod upon the Commandements; That where a 
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Prince enjoynes nnlawſull commands, (we muſt be ſo farrc from re- 
fitting ) that we muſt be coment to beare any puniſhment that ſhait be 
laid upon w,even nnto death it ſelfe : which he preſſcth by the ex- 
ample of the three children in the third of Daniel , who though 
they would not obey Nebuchadnezzar in committing Idolatry, yet 
itis noted there cf them that they yee/ded their bodies to ſuffer the 
puniſhment, without making any reſiſtance. And of Denie/ him- 
ſelfe, #/ho though he would not yeeld to the wicked edit of the King, 
yet yeelded to the puniſhment, and never went about to gathey a pows 
er againſt im, though it were 5n hi owne defence. And hee cons 
cludes thus z That if the Magiſtrates commandment be lawfull, the 
Subjeft muſt obey ; but if he require an unlawfull obedience, be muſt 
not rebell, but ſuffer the puniſhment, without grudging even in heart, 
And if this muſt be our demeanour cowards a Prince, commanding 
contrary to the Law of God, we may calily gueſſe what it muſt be 
toward a Prince commanding contrary to the Law of the King- 
dome; both which notwithſtanding he 1s bound in conſcience to 
obſerve in the ruling of bis people, and ts anſwerable unto his Ru- 
ker for the contrary, which is God. Now that God of all light and 
truth open the blinde eyes of the people, that they may no longer 
runne upon their owne ruine : That they may remember thoſe 
words of Abijah to the people, that joyned with Feroboam a» 
gainſt him ; © children of 1ſrael, fight yee not againſt the Lord God 


- of Jour fathers, for you ſhall not proſper. 


- | Now the God of Peace ſpeake the word of Peace unto us all : 
And the Peace of God which paſſeth all underſtanding, keepe our 
hearts and mindes in the knowledge and love of God , and of his 
Sonne Jeſus Chriit our Lord. emer. 


FINIS. 


